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"Once in a while I take a
nostalgic look backwards
but not often. I've lived
through a lot of changes,
and am not threatened
at the prospect of
a few more.

i

John and Nellie Hosteller, Henry and Martha Ginder, Arthur and Lona Climenhaga,
Benjamin and Mary Ellen Thuma, David and Dorcas Climenhaga, Charlie and Ruth
Byers, Henry and Beula Hostetter.

A

long
enduring
fellowship
(among retired bishops)
by Henry Hostetter

Recent historical reflections awakened
some to the fact there will never be
another fellowship like it. Furthermore,
there are all kinds of indications it cannot endure much longer. Thus some of
the long-time members of the Retired
Bishops Fellowship (as it might be now
titled) became interested in a historical
review and photograph.
The events which triggered this fellowship took place in Lancaster County,
September 9,1951, following the service
at which Benjamin and Mary Ellen
Thuma were consecrated to the office of
bishop of the Donegal District at the
Cross Roads Brethren in Christ Church.
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Among three bishop brethren (Henry
A. Ginder—Refton District; Henry N.
Hostetter, Manor/ Pequea District; and
Benjamin E. Thuma), there was a desire
expressed and steps taken to meet in
fellowship in the near future.
It began as a semiannual, informal
evening fellowship. It has now operated
for more than 36 years without an
agenda or an organization. This means
we have now passed our 70th meeting.
Mary Ellen's few notes plus a bit of
discussion has kept all details in order.
In those early days there was among us a
watchdog who succeeded very well in
keeping the fellowship from deep involvement in shop talk. It was very soon
evident that neither games nor shop talk
were necessary to make it a very meaningful and profitable experience. Prayer
and spiritual dimensions were always a
part of the occasion, and a number of
times unusually meaningful.
There may have been one meeting
missed by virtue of Henry Hostetter's
journeys abroad when he was the overseas missions administrator. There was
also an unexpected absence of Henry
and Martha Ginder one evening because
the steers opened the barnyard gate,
which sent the Ginders scurrying over
the countryside instead of attending the
fellowship.
In 1957, when there was the realignment of district boundaries and naming
of new bishops, those no longer involved
in this level of church administration
suggested termination but the objec-

tions prevailed. In this administrative
shift, Henry and Sarah-Miller (Henry
had been bishop in Northern Pennsylvania) came to the pastorate in Elizabethtown. Since the lines of fellowship
had now broadened to include those
having served as bishops under the old
district organization, they became part
of the group. This kept it within the
bounds of Lancaster County and thus
the group felt they were within the
boundaries of the original intent.
The next hurdle came when Bishop
Ginder was moved to the Allegheny
Regional Conference, at which time
Charlie Byers came to the Atlantic Conference. Again, we who had been retired
from the office of bishop suggested termination on the basis of realignment.
However, since the newly appointed
Atlantic Conference bishop, Charlie and
Ruth Byers, chose to locate in Elizabethtown, sentiments in favor of inviting them and continuing the fellowship
prevailed. This returned us again to the
level of four couples, Brother and Sister
Henry Miller having gone on to be with
the Lord.
Another step of change came when
one family of the original group, Henry
and Beula Hostetter, moved to Messiah
Village. John and Nellie Hostetter, who
had served a five-year term as bishop
under the new administration, now lived
next to Henry and Martha Ginder.
Their living in such proximity naturally
brought them into the fellowship. Approximately a year after the Henry HosEvangelical Visitor

tetters moved to the Village, Arthur and
Lona Climenhaga also joined the Village family. More recently David and
Dorcas Climenhaga have moved to Messiah Village. Both of these couples are
retired bishops under the regional conference arrangement. While the Thumas
still live in Lancaster County, they are in
a retirement center. As one of the original fellowship couples, they are within
easy reach of maintaining a close relationship with the group. When the Byers
had finished their tenure of service, they
returned to Franklin County. But having been a part of the fellowship so long,
it was natural to continue as part of the
circle.
Other changes affecting the fellowship have been adjustments as to time of
meeting, food services, and activities.
Time of meeting involves more daylight
hours. Since fellowship and not entertainment was the original and still the
predominant objective, food services
have been adjusted several times in
keeping with the idea of minimizing the
burden of entertainment, though not
entirely removing the individualistic
touch of the host family.
The activities associated therewith
have also shifted from the combination
of farm life and church activity (including administrative responsibilities) to a
greater variation of exercise and relaxation. So loosely structured is the fellowship that participants can do things of
their own choosing, including such things
as shopping, golfing, bowling, or even
spending a very pleasant and profitable
afternoon just visiting as some of our
fathers did 60 or 70 years ago.
In review, it began as a fellowship
among brethren closely associated in
community, in ministry, and in areas of
daily responsibility. At no time did we
desire to cultivate any developments,
but rather kinship of brethren to brethren
in a small circle of spiritual fellowship
that would never allow our times together to become or be interpreted as a
lobby or a select group. We greatly rejoice in the fact that God has honored us
with such a large journey of lasting fellowship in such a shifting world. The
experiencing of the love of our Heavenly
Father, the redemption of his Son our
Savior, and the fellowship and presence
of the Holy Spirit—with all the enrichment they bring—enables the group to
look back on the partying with a great
amount of appreciation. Our prayer
times were meaningful and our hours of
fellowship were clean and spiritually
profitable.
July 1989
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We don't
have to retire
from life
unless we _
want to"

by Helen Johns

Physical longevity and spiritual
faithfulness—one is a gift from God,
the other a response to grace.
Several weeks ago, the editorial
staff went in search of Brethren in
Christ persons from across the continent who are known as longstanding, active servants of Christ and his
Church. Five persons agreed to share
their insights on life, health, aging,
the past, and the future. You will
find some of their thoughts recorded
here in interview format.
Interestingly, all five respondents
testified to an early association with
the Brethren in Christ. Kathleen
Aiken (Central Conference) recalls,
"Early memories reach to childhood
as I sat on the preachers' bench by
Grandfather, swinging my feet which
didn't reach the floor and wishing
dinnertime would hurry and come.
Also I remember fearing that the
pulpit stand contained a dead body
ready to be buried soon. This resulted from attending a recent funeral and had no relation to thinking
the services were 'dead.' "
Gordon Engle (Pacific Conference)
attests to the influence of parents.
His father was Rev. Homer G. Engle
of Kansas. "The lifestyle and example of our home and family was
always one of service without expected reward. This service motif
was always centered around the
church and ministry to people."
Likewise, Dorothy Sherk (Cana-

dian Conference) shares, "I was
reared in a Brethren in Christ home,
responded at a very early age (7),
and joined the church. We had a
steady stream of church leaders in
our home, and I listened with fascination to the conversations as well as
their sermons. Bishop Ray Witter
was a brilliant spokesman for the
doctrine of holiness, and I remember
the great impression made upon me
by people like Amos and Nellie
Dick, Anna Steckley, and Anna
Engle. It was the lady-like bearing of
the latter which (at least in part)
caused my mother to suggest that a
girl would do well to go to university. I had a profound respect for
these men and women of God."
Lowell Hoover (Midwest Conference) agrees about the influence of
the church. "My relationship to the
Brethren in Christ Church began at
day one of my earthly existence. It
has been a good one, no regrets. If I
would single out one person that
impacted my life, it would be Samuel
Minter. He is the one person I would
most love to emulate in my personal
devotional life. The same goes for his
service-related ministries."
Mary Kreider (Allegheny Conference) cites "the constancy in her parents' life and practice as profound
influences. Matters of right and
wrong were often formally discussed
at table or in other contacts, and
discipline was never arbitrary." She
adds, "One snowy Sunday, I searched
Father's desk for something to read
and found a book of fiction Father
had won in a spelling bee. Father
happened to see me with the book
and showed me Hurlbut's Story of
the Bible, saying 'I'd rather you

Kathleen Aiken

Kathleen is active in the Fairview congregation, Englewood,
Ohio. She prepared at Messiah
College and Wittenburg University for a teaching career. During
the Depression, she taught for
three years, after which she married Joe Aiken. Her training enabled her in the areas of Sunday
school, Child Evangelism, and
committee work. Kathleen cites
"being a help-mate"to Joe in secular and church business as her
major vocation before his death.
would read this.' That book became
a treasured volume." When Mary
was 12, she asked for a Bible and her
father consulted with George Detweiler about which version to get.
Of these five persons, we asked the
following questions:

How do you perceive that the world
and the church have changed over
the years? What is your attitude
toward change?

Mary: "Change is inevitable, but
not always progress, as some seem to
think. I'm conservative, but I often
see that change is good. The leaving
of certain dress customs was indeed
good. But ought we not continue to
teach modesty, simplicity, and
economy? It is thought in some congregations that the Sunday school
hour in the summertime should be
light with films and other diversions.
We had better wake up to the fact
that we are giving too little solid
Bible teaching rather than too much.
The power is in the Word!"
4
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Lowell: "The church has changed,
but change is not evil. Evangelistically we have been weighed in the
balance and found wanting. 1 wish
we could grow faster. The old district pattern of organization tended
to make us exclusive and ingrown.
The new regional pattern seemed to
break up the 'me only' idea and
make us receptive to outsiders, and
this not to the expense of unity."
Dorothy: "Once in awhile 1 take
a nostalgic look backwards, but not
often. I've lived through a lot of
changes, and am not threatened at
the prospect of a few more."
Kathleen: "The mind-boggling
changes in our world, both for good
and evil, are incomprehensible to
me. In some ways we are more
enlightened and humane, but this
may be nullified by the development
of instruments of violence. Inequities in the world seem to be increasing. The Church of Jesus Christ has
been polluted with so many errors
that one may wonder how much sincere, self-denying faith exists in it.
Yet I am thrilled with all the magnificent, mainstream evangelical efforts
to make known the gospel. Although
change is inevitable in our own
church, I know too many love-filled,
faith-filled, cross-bearing Christians
to believe change will completely
sink our ship. It is important that we
look up and keep our prayers and
our eyes fixed on our unchangeable
God."

What are some ways that senior citizens can make a significant and/or
unique contribution?
July 1989

Kathleen: "Senior citizens can
contribute to congregational life by
giving a cheerful, upbeat kind of
smile and testimony. People have an
innate sense that no congregation is
complete without some old persons
in it. So we might as well feel we are
completing our church. Though
youngsters may rush by us without a
glance and we may feel we are
somewhat in their way, remember
we probably did the same when we
were young. Let us prove that old
age need not be full of complaints
and negative thoughts. When I was
young, there was a 90-year-old man
who would totter weekly to his feet
to testify, but after he started to
praise the Lord, he would begin to
jump up and down with joy. He
proved certain things to me."
Gordon: "Senior citizens can find
many rewarding opportunities within
the local congregation if they are
ready to volunteer their time and
experiences and submit to supervision. If they wait to be asked, they
are often missed."
Mary: "Here at Messiah Village,
seniors have many opportunities to
volunteer in service: visiting shutins, pushing wheelchairs, feeding people, taking ice to every room. . . .
The list is practically endless. Some
people at retirement age are still very
fit in the area of Bible teaching and
counsel, serving on church boards,
as special speakers, as 'Pauls' to
young 'Timothys.' In the church's
eagerness to involve the youth—
important as that is—we may slow
our progress with too much shallowness."

Gordon Engle

Gordon is Associate Pastor of
the Alta Loma congregation,
Rancho Cucamonga, Calif He
graduatedfrom both Messiah and
Upland Colleges, taught for 10
years at Upland College Academy
(with three years in administration), and 24 years in a public junior high school. Pastoring is his
"retirement vocation," jalthough
prior to retirement age he had
served as deacon at the local level,
and in church planting and finance
at the regional level. In the General Conference, Gordon contributed his service as a member of the
Boardfor Missions, the Commission on Stewardship and Finance,
and the Board of Administration.
Dorothy: "As I review my responses to these questions, it seems I
am recommending a treadmill of
activity for all aging people. I don't
mean it that way. All I am trying to
point out is that we don't have to
retire from life unless we want to. I
would find it profitable to take more
time to reflect and to walk in the
woods. Like the majority of people
in this world, I need to pace my
activities better so I can be something more of an on-call troubleshooter, and can grow spiritually
and mentally."

What advice would you give to
seniors who may be feeling lonely
and out-of-touch?
Lowell: "Don't become anti-social; motivate yourself to attend
5

church and involve yourself in the
mainstream of Christian activities.
Don't get sloppy, even though it may
be a hassle to get ready to go. Reading and crafts will improve your
mental outlook. If you have a 'green
thumb,' give your plants a workout.
"If you have a bent toward research, how about turning historian?
Somebody should do the family, or
city, or community history. You
may have a whole book when you
are through. Then you will have
become an author."
Mary: "I have sometimes used
Job's words in speaking to such
people: 'All the days of my appointed
time (warfare RSV) will I wait till
my change come' (Job 14:14). Are
any of us so tired as he, whose
patience is commended in James
5:11? Perhaps those who have been
most active and useful feel this more
keenly than others. One dear 100year-old lady here was always
thoughtful and faithful in helping
others in quiet ways. Now that her
senses are impaired, she uses a walker
and has expressed that she feels useless and a burden. I don't know how
much it helps, but I have assured her
different times that we all highly
respect and enjoy her presence."
Kathleen: "As Christ foiled the
tempter with Scripture, we may turn
to the Psalms, Philippians, and devotional books which assure us of
our Savior's love and care. As in
bereavement, it is imperative that we
keep occupied as much as possible.
Missionaries rejoice over letters.
Other older people, new converts,
the sick, those with birthdays enjoy
6

cards with personal comments of
encouragement. Organizations can
sometimes furnish you with simple
sewing projects. If we have no other
ability, we can be encouragers and
examples of God's keeping grace."
Dorothy: "When we are lonely,
we need to reach out. There will
always be someone to build some
sort of relationship with. I try to see
every person I meet as someone
created by God to reflect his image.
In this way, I enjoy a great number
of people, including those whose
values and perspectives I do not
share. Such people provide a challenge which we miss if we are consumed by self-pity or a feeling that
the best of life is in the past.
"Attrition sets in at any age if we
deliberately close the door to new
experiences. When we are younger,
the work place keeps us aware and
involved. After retirement we can
choose to close the door on the outside world if we wish, but in that case
we deprive both ourselves and the
hurting people who need to see and
hear how a relationship with Jesus
Christ makes all the difference in the
world. We can say, 'I've earned the
right to put my feet up, and that is
what I am going to do.' But if we
make that choice, we shouldn't complain if the world isn't beating a path
to our door.
"Finally . . . in these days when
most younger people are working
outside of the home, it is up to
retired people to meet this need; e.g.,
driving for the cancer society or
meals-on-wheels, offering tutoring
to children with disabilities, etc. And
last but not least, we can pray!"

Lowell Hoover

Lowell has served as a deacon
of the Abilene, Ks., congregation
for 27 years, as well as Sunday
school teacher and superintendent. While attending to his vocation of farmer and stockman, he
was on the regional conference
Board of Extension for 12 years,
the Finance Commission for 15
years, the General Conference
Board for Schools and Colleges
for 15 years, and the Board of
Trustees of Jabbok Bible School,
Upland College, and Messiah College. Lowell mentions that two
travel experiences influenced his
life. In 1946 he helped to oversee
800 head of cattle being shipped
by the United Nations to Greece.
What he saw impressed upon him
the devastation of war and poverty. In 1973, the Hoovers were
invited to join a tour group led by
Arthur Climenhaga to celebrate
the 75th anniversary of mission
work in Africa.

How do you manage your responsibilities, andyour emotional and spiritual health, when you are not feeling
your best physically?

Lowell: "My own health has taken
a nose-dive recently. A strange disease has caused severe disability and
equilibrium problems. Manipulating
steps is a hassle, so we have installed
a ramp. Unconsciously, I rationalize, 'Why me?' However, more time
on my hands has enhanced my devotional life. I have had many opportunities to test God's wonderful
promise. 'For (my) light affliction,
which is but for a moment, worketh
Evangelical Visitor
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for (me) a far more exceeding and
eternal weight of glory.'
"To facilitate Scripture memorization, 1 use 3" x 5" cards and keep
them with me. I get a lot of satisfaction from time at the library. When
acute disillusionment hits, I find
great consolation in this prayer,
'Thank you, Lord, for the good and
fulfilling life you have given me.'The
unusual opportunities and open
doors have been very humbling.
"The public response to the handicapped is varied and most enlightening. Obvious irritation is demonstrated by a few as if to say, 'Get out
of my way; you are a nuisance.'
However, the majority seem to give
one the VIP treatment such as, '111
open the door for you.' How humbling when children eight or nine
years old and mostly young girls
offer such assistance. (Almost makes
disability a pleasure.)"
Kathleen: "Physical limitations
cause us to lose confidence and
frighten us. It is embarrassing to
have memory lapses, to ask for repetition, and not be able to see what
everyone else is seeing. Old age is a
time for 'learning to lean' if we
haven't learned yet."
Dorothy: "I think if I were housebound, 1 would still have a telephone
ministry. Young people are often
encouraged just by knowing that
some of us have made it through the
hazards of life, including the Great
Depression and World War II, and
are still of sound mind and body!"
Mary: "I am sure I would have
continued in the work world after
July 1989 7

retirement age if a slight tremor of
long-standing had not grown much
worse and greatly affected my writing and anything requiring close
coordination. It is my thorn in the
flesh and I apply Paul's healing
words in 2 Corinthians 12. Deliverance will come!"

What role does vision for the future
have in keeping you a vital, contributing individual? What are your
hopes and dreams for the Brethren
in Christ Church?
Gordon: "I am not very interested in tradition for tradition's sake.
The Brethren in Christ Church has
much to offer the world of our time.
I hope the church never compromises on the 'life-giving doctrines.'
Most of our traditions are of value,
but dare not become points of focus.
The only emphasis that will keep the
church powerful and effective is our
vision of Jesus and the work of his
Holy Spirit. If anything else gets our
attention, our ministry in this world
will lose its effectiveness. I do not
believe that we have begun to experience the power and influence
against the forces of evil in these last
days. I have several personal goals
for my congregation. These goals
and dreams help keep me aggressive."
Lowell: "The church will enjoy its
finest hour when it promotes a strong
evangelical, Wesleyan-Holiness, Anabaptist position. Holy living is the
bottom line, then it will experience
growth without compromise. This is
my hope and dream for the coming
generation of the Brethren in Christ
Church."

Dorothy Sherk

Soon after retirement at age 58,
Dorothy became highly instrumental in the planting of the Westheights Church, Kitchener, Ont.
"Our city, "she explains, "has two
universities as well as a Bible college, so a challenging group of
Brethren in Christ young people
stream through our doors. I hardly had time to think of growing
old, and apparently the congregation does not think of me that way
either, since I was recently elected
deacon." Dorothy was a teacher
and principalfor 16 years at Niagara Christian College, rounding
out her teaching years at a public
secondary school. Even though
she had stirrings of a call to MCC
relief work in World War II, she
now recognizes that her "real call
was to encourage and help young
Christians. "At age 68-70, she became a mother to two young Vietnamese men. Then at 72, Dorothy
found herself planning a wedding
and acquiring a daughter-in-law.
Kathleen: "People often are heard
to say they wouldn't want to raise
children in these times. But having
thought of this for some time, I am
confident that if parents live truly
godly lives at home, thus keeping the
love and respect of their children,
and if they back up the church leaders without a critical spirit, there is as
much hope of rearing Christian children now as in the past generation.
"May our church always preach
first and foremost that Jesus came
into the world to save sinners and
that this must be a personal expe-
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rience for each one. So let us continue to be a mission-oriented church.
If only we could all be so filled with
the Spirit of love and forgiveness
that we do not possess the spirit of
resistance and retaliation! My hope
is that all may be led to live simply
and sacrificially enough that we have
means to give to those in need and to
the work of the church. Never have
more people needed our cup of cold
water given in the name of Jesus.
And may the Bible be the firm foundation of every sermon preached."
Mary: "My hope is that the Brethren in Christ will continue to be a
church that reaches out to others
with the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ; that the messages given from
our pulpits would be from the Scriptures; that our people and leaders
would be more fully trained in the
Word; that there will be an increase
of expository use of the Word.
"I hope that we will continue to
stress stewardship of our resources
"As to talents and their use, 1
deplore the stress on findng one's
own talent. Is it not rather our concern to seek to find others' talents
and help them develop?
"I am concerned, too, that we
keep an openness to all groups promoting God's work—parachurch
groups, especially those who are
doing work which we cannot have
on our own and which are very
necessary.
"Conference called for prayer:
Lord teach us to pray!
"And I think the reading of books
by great Christians, serious reading,
and of biography, missions, and
some high quality fiction is impor-

tant. Guard the Lord's Day for
serious things!"
Dorothy: "I guess I am a forwardlooking person. Sometimes when I
am tired, I think somewhat longingly of heaven, but more often I
look ahead to what is going to
happen in the church community
next week or next year.
"I feel the church is now facing a
challenge to live out its faith in a way
not always understood by society,
and that is all to the good. There was
a time when we as a church seemed
locked into our own little world.
Now, however, I rejoice in the vision
which our denomination has for its
ministry to a sinful and suffering
world. I believe that we are getting
better all the time in learning how to
address the thought of our own generation. We understand our world
better than we used to, but I dare to
believe that, on the whole, we are not
sharing its values. Our inferiority
complex is gone. I pray that it will
not be replaced by complacency.
"I trust that we will continue the
emphases which brought our denomination into being: personal
piety, genuine conversion and holy
living, obedience to the Word, strong
sense of community, and a structure
that allows us to continue as a 'grass
roots' kind of church. I value, too,
our emphasis on simple living and
on reconciliation as a way of life. 1
can't imagine another denomination
which would provide more opportunity than the Brethren in Christ for
using my gifts and answering my
call.
"I do not fear the future because I
believe that the earth is the Lord's,

Mary Kreider

Mary now lives at Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa. She
spent her life since entering Messiah College in 1926 on Brethren
in Christ college campuses, in foreign missions, and at the mission
office in Elizabethtown, Pa. She
taught modern languages and
social sciences at Beulah (Upland)
College and Messiah College, and
academics and teacher training at
Matopo, Mtshabezi, and Sikalongo
missions in Africa. She says she
can't remember a time when she
did not plan to be a missionary. Of
teaching, she explains, "I enjoyed
it, yet 1 always wondered whether
I was giving to my students as
much as they should have. Giving
grades was . . . Ugh!"
and that the Kingdom is coming. I
also believe that the Brethren in
Christ have a part to play in the
battle which precedes its coming."
Editorial conclusion: After reading and compiling the expressions of
wisdom which these five persons
have gleaned over many decades,
and being humbled by their faith
and vision, we began to wonder:
Who will be the faithful ones 20-4060 years from now? Will you be on
the list? Will we? Perhaps those in
years to come who reach fruitful
ages of 60, 70, and 80 will become
the norm—even the majority—in
our ever-aging church and world.
Thanks to these dear ones for risking the revelation of themselves and
their personal thoughts for the benefit of our readers and for the church.
Your legacy is invaluable.
Evangelical Visitor

In America today, one can see a
rising level of interest in spiritual
things if one is inclined to look for
them. Again and again, they are
referred to. Yet, if one is looking for
evidence of secularization and a decreasing interest in spiritual things,
one can also find that. Perhaps our
population is being polarized into
those who clearly have a spiritual
orientation and those who do not.

Preconceptions sensitize one to notice either more interest or less interest in spiritual things. Those who are
blind to the spiritual nature of humanity remain blind. Those who
have the eyes of faith see evidence of
its importance on every hand.
Everyone is a whole person. We
can divide that person into parts—
the digestive system, the circulatory
system and so on—only analytically.

It also is difficult to abstract that
which is uniquely spiritual, for it lies
at the core of what a human being is.
But some aspects of human concern
stand out more clearly than others as
essential to spirituality. I shall share
seven that are found among the
aging. Those who are young will find
that they also apply to them in varying forms and degrees.

Helping to meet
spiritual needs
of the elderly
by David O. Moberg

Seven needs of the elderly

1. One of these needs has to do
with injustice and inequity the elderly
have observed through their lifetime
and they themselves often experience.
The aging process involves a series of
losses: Loss of health, strength, and
vigor; loss of friends who have moved
away or died; loss of employment;
loss of social position, etc. "Ageism"—
David Moberg is professor of sociology at
Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wiscon-

sin. He is the author of The Church as a

Social Institution, The Church and the Older
Person, and Inasmuch: Christian Social
Responsibility in the Twentieth Century.

This article was adapted from a lecture presented at George Fox College, April 1, 1986,
and originally published in the Evangelical
Friend.
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discrimination against the aging and
elderly—is evident in almost all areas
of public life, even including
churches. Prejudicial attitudes, which
we might call "gerontophobia," or
the fear of aging and of the aged,
affect relationships with the elderly.
There is often a lack of respect for
those who are old, for their knowledge is viewed as out of date and
irrelevant.
Thus in numerous ways the elderly
experience injustices similar to
minority groups and the poor. Why
does God permit such things to
happen? Why does he permit us to
experience disease, degeneration of
the body, and painful arthritis? And
especially, why does God allow it to
happen to those who are his children both by creation in his image
and through faith in Christ as Lord
and Savior? Older people need help
in coping with such questions.
Christian faith provides resources
to help us deal with these issues. On
the social level, when there are injustices of any kind, we can be sure on
the basis of Scripture that somehow,

in ways we may not fully understand, God's justice is rolling on like
a mighty river. Eventually every
knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord. When
he is truly Lord, the injustices will
be taken care of. While this is no
excuse for not doing whatever we
can about the injustices, it provides
comfort and the assurance that even
if we still suffer, God is still at work.
But there is also a more personal
dimension for Christians. This life is
only a pilgrimage en route to the
promised land where we shall reign
forever with the King of kings. Justice is certain for Christians, even if it
may not arrive in this life.
2, Another spiritual need has to
do with the anxieties, fears, and worries that many older people experience when confronted with the
losses, deprivations, and problems
they anticipate for the declining
months and years of life. Again we
find resources in our Christian faith.
We can accept all circumstances in
the assurance of God's promises that

all things work together for good to
those who love him, that no temptation or trial will be too strong for us
to escape or bear, and that if we seek
first God's kingdom and his righteousness, the material things we
need will be added to us as well. We
get help in times of trouble through
the church's "care for souls," bringing comfort, love, sympathy, hope,
and other forms of spiritual support
in times of trial and difficulty. We
have the assurance that as the Lord
is our shepherd we need not fear,
even when we walk through the valley of the shadow of death, for the
Lord is with us.
3. The third need relates to anticipation of death and dying. When
people are 70, they recognize that
their time to leave this life is much
closer than at 30. Preparation for
death involves material things and
social relationships, but ultimately it
is a spiritual task.
There are many interpretations of
what happens following death. These
inevitably have a bearing on the
mental lives, feelings, attitudes, and
behavior of people in this life here
and now. If life after death can only
be found through one's offspring
carrying on the family name, then
obviously one will be very much

concerned about having children and
grandchildren. If it is only memories
that are left behind, we'll try to make
sure people's memories of us are
good. If it is a material estate, one
might want to accumulate property
and be sure one's name is attached to
it and survives. If your fate is reincarnation, you'll try to be content in
this life, lest you reappear in some
lower life form in the future.
These contrast sharply with the
Christian perspective that we have
eternal life, now, and for all eternity.
We have comfort from the Lord's
promises that he is preparing a
place for us and will come again and
receive us to himself. To be absent
from the body is to be present with
the Lord.
4. A fourth need is self-respect.
This includes personality integration,
a sense of identity, relatedness and
belonging to a group, and ego
identity.
Major changes in self-concept occur in every stage of the life cycle. It
occurs when an infant learns to
walk, even if we cannot analyze it
because verbal abilities are so limited.
Entering kindergarten is frightening
at first, but, it is also a source of
pride. Then comes elementary school,
high school, college, a job, marriage,

MARP—an option
for Brethren in Christ
MARP (Mennonite Association of Retired Persons) is a relatively new
organization which seeks to develop an awareness of the resources and
potential which older adults have to offer. They also work to promote
positive attitudes about aging throughout the church by:
• providing members with opportunities for mutual support and sharing with other older adults;
• offering members the chance to meet new friends and develop new
relationships;
• assisting members in finding Christian service opportunities in the
church.
Among other services, members receive Pages, a quarterly newsletter,
access to a lending library, information on learning opportunities, listings
of opportunities for service assignments, mentoring opportunities, and
semiannual conferences.
MARP is open to the Brethren in Christ. For more information, contact
Inter-Mennonite Council on Aging, P.O. Box 1245, Elkhart, IN 46515.
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parenthood, job changes, promotions, and eventually retirement.
From a secular context it is the last
stage of life, and death is the end. But
for Christians, it is not the end. We
have a hope beyond the grave and
need not be caught up in the feelings
of uselessness and worthlessness that
accompany the lack of rootedness
and identity.
Retirement is a time for preparation, even as earlier stages are. One
way to continue preparation is to
engage in services to help others. If
Christian groups label such services
with a job title, the title itself will add
to the self-esteem of the retired person. Friends in Christian circles also
become part of a support group to
help us in times of crisis and difficulty. Our identity as Christians assures us that we all, male and female,
are created in the image of God. We
have an extra inherent worth as
those who are twice-born heirs of
God's kingdom.
5. A fifth need is independence or
autonomy. A blow to personal dignity often afflicts aging people when
they are pushed around, often against
their will, as if they are mere objects.
Many are robbed of self-determination and freedom of choice. Their
dignity is diminished in their own
eyes and they are demeaned in the
eyes of others by such practices.
Sometimes even doing good things
for them involves putting them down
instead of raising them up.
The spiritual answer to this is
accentuated by our faith, which affirms the dignity of all human beings
and the fact that each person is
accountable to God. Everyone must
be allowed to make decisions as long
as possible, for if they are made by
someone else, he or she is no longer
responsible. Christian fellowship can
affirm this stewardship verbally by
visits and prayers and by giving people worthy tasks and roles.
6. The sixth need is for meaning.
To cultivate and strengthen a satisfactory philosophy of life is a spiritual necessity that cuts across all of
the others. In their later years many
ask, "Who am I anyway?" "Why am
Evangelical Visitor

I here?" "What is the meaning of my
life?" These spill over into questions
of the meaning of the universe itself.
Our pluralistic society with all
sorts of philosophies does not provide an answer that is accepted by
everybody. As they rate one philosophy against a n o t h e r and yet
another, people easily get confused.
There is no universally accepted
resolution for these questions. Materialistic definitions of the situation
become self-fulfilling prophecies of
doom.
Where is the Christian answer?
Hope is a major part. Hope for the
immediate future comes partly from
association in a Christian fellowship
that gives support and encouragement day by day and year by year.
There is hope also for the distant
future, even beyond the grave. Each
stage in life is preparation for the
next; the last stage in life is preparation for the end—death. But in the
Christian frame of reference, death
is not the end. Even during the latest
hours of retirement, just before
death, there still can be spiritual
growth. When things are going downhill in every other area of life, we can
improve as we develop spiritually in
the later years. Reminiscing on past
events, reviewing one's life, telling
and re-telling one's life story is wholesome. It reminds us of the heroes of
the faith who could say, "Hitherto
the Lord has helped." Obviously
since he has helped all our days up
to this point, he'll keep on helping
us and won't forsake us. Sharing
these life experiences from one's
spiritual autobiography can help one
to grow. Prayers of thanksgiving
and remembrance for the present
and past give assurance that in the
future God will continue to supply
all our needs according to his riches
in Christ Jesus and help us shape a
satisfactory Christian philosophy of
life.

When things are
going downhill in
every other area
of life, we can
improve as we
develop spiritually
in the later years.
teaches us that every Christian has a
spiritual gift to be used in service to
others, not just for self-satisfaction.
It is easy to see how the "young"
older persons, still living in their own
homes with reasonable incomes,
bodily health, clear minds, and
automobiles can serve. Many community agencies and organizations are
happy to use their services.
What about shut-ins?

But what about the older people
shut in at home or in a nursing facility? Can they be useful? Christians in
leadership positions should help and
encourage them to be useful. Suffering illness or arthritis in an exemplary manner, even as Christ suffered, can set such an example to a
younger generation that they may
say, "I hope if I ever get that condition I can bear it as well as grandmother did." That in itself is a
service.
But there are many other ways to
serve. In a retirement home or nursing facility one can help other residents. This might involve helping a
roommate who can't reach the button to call a nurse. The "power of the
listening ear" can be extremely helpful to family members, visitors,
nurses, cleaning staff, or even children who stop in and visit.
Recognizing when some problem
7. I would like to stress the sev- bothers that person, helping him or
her to share it, communicating how
enth need, the need to be useful.
Pushed aside in society, ignored one's trust in the Lord has carried
by other people, denied a job, re- one through similar trials, and sensimoved from leadership positions, an tively making suggestions helps
older person nevertheless can still be many who have burdens to bear.
of service to others. 1 Corinthians 12 Showing friendship by a telephone
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call can cheer up somebody who is
living alone. Some older people
phone a "Happy Birthday," even to
those not known personally. Lifting
the spirits of people, many who are
unnoticed and unappreciated, may
lead to still further friendship and
sharing.
Jesus taught us that it is more
blessed to give than to receive (Acts
20:35). The word blessed really
means conducive to happiness. The
way to be truly happy is not to try to
get everything for oneself. Miserable
indeed are those who live only for
themselves. One way to identify the
most happy, the best adjusted, the
most spiritually well person, is to
find out who is doing the most for
others. Usually the by-product is
finding self-gratification as well. By
giving those who are shut-in and ill
an opportunity to serve you, you
help to make them happy, especially
if you receive their help graciously
and thankfully. We can continue
giving in little ways, with no expenditure of money, by sharing a moment of time, a smile, a kind act.
As long as a Christian retains a
reasonably clear mind, he or she can
pray for others. Christians often
have fallen short by failing to help
people pray intelligently for the current needs of others. Each week a
large-type prayer list could be
brought to shut-ins, together with a
progress report on previous prayer
requests. Each week there then will
be a bridge with the world outside
one's room. People then keep on
praying, thus serving their fellowmen and the Lord.
If we love God, we'll also love our
neighbor. That is the way to gain
increasing fulfillment. The worldly
idea that you first must actualize
yourself and only after that can you
do anything for others, is diametrically opposed to what the Scriptures
teach. It leads to misery, not joy.
Spiritual needs are interwoven with
all the other human needs—physical,
economic, psychological, social,
religious, etc. Giving attention to
these in the context of Christian
values helps us to grow spiritually
until the very end of our life on earth.
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Coming to 1990 General Conference

A proposal called
"Vision Planning"
. by R. Donald Shafer

There have been many reports of
discussion and even some things in
print about Vision Planning. The
following material is an effort to
clarify proposals that have been in
process since 1984 and are part of
the implementation of Renewal

2000.

We made a few changes in 1984
with the reduction in size of some
boards and a focus on outreach. We
have tried to evaluate and reflect on
how we can best serve the local
churches. As we have observed our
structure, it became clear that we are
facing some calls for change.
We believe we cannot be satisfied
to just keep on doing what we have
been doing. Our changes are primarily at the regional and general levels.
Our congregations have made it
clear that more money is being kept
at the local and regional areas.
We also note that it would be better administratively and economically to have fewer general church
boards and administrators to avoid
duplication and overlap.
We want to be more intentional in
both planning and implementation
to better serve our local churches.
There was discussion at the 1986
and 1988 General Conferences that
we may have some new conference
areas, but it was also clear that we
would need to reduce spending at
the general level.
Thus, the bishops and administrators of the church have been working on some proposals for nearly a
year. Their work has been before the
Don Shafer is General Secretary of the
Brethren in Christ Church.
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Board of Administration, and we
share it with you. These proposals
have already been changed, and we
want to continue to improve them.
We welcome your feedback and
suggestions as we work on refinement of this proposal for appropriate action of the General Conference of 1990. The Board of Administration seeks to take responsible
action between the meetings of General Conference, which now meets
only every two years.
We see the following proposals as
a way of best serving to strengthen
congregations and also keeping a
vision for involvement in the wider
world. A primary objective is to
"target leadership for Kingdombuilding."
We believe a more simple structure at general church levels will
serve us best now and provide the
flexibility for growth in the days
ahead.
The accompanying flow-chart is a
visual way of depicting our direction. We believe this proposal will:
1. Give us a more consistent and
improved communication system.
2. Provide a ministry model that is
cooperative rather than eight independent boards.
3. Increase effectiveness by reducing duplication of assignments
and efforts.
The proposals include the following:

A. Regional Conferences

1. After reviewing evaluations
from each of the regional areas, we
propose the same number of bishops
that we have now, but have two of
them each serve two conference

areas. Each bishop would have from
35-39 churches. We affirm that it is
better to have six full-time bishops
rather than eight bishops with four
of them holding part-time portfolios.
2. The regional bishops would be
fully occupied with pastoral care and
regional leadership. New job descriptions would release them from general church responsibility.
3. We proposed a Council on
Evangelism and Church Planting
with regional persons to work with
the Director of Bishops, who would
also serve as Director of Evangelism
and Church Planting.
4. We also propose that each regional conference would employ and
support any needed additional administrative staff.
B. General Conference

1. We propose the integration of
the present Board for Congregational Life and Board for Brotherhood
Concerns, since together they cover
similar areas and would still have a
combined budget less than any other
general church board.
2. We propose that we continue
with the present Board for Media
Ministries and the Board for World
Missions.
3. We see no need for general
boards or commissions for groups
that already have their own boards.
Therefore, all institutions and agencies with boards will have a liaison
through the General Secretary to the
Board of Administration or General
Conference.
4. The General Secretary will continue in that role with responsibility
for the general church boards and
shared leadership with the other
general church leaders.
Evangelical Visitor

5. We propose the integration of
our three financial entities into one
Board for Brethren in Christ Stewardship Services that would have a
Director of Finance as overseer.
6. We propose a Moderator who
will work with a Council on Ministry and Doctrine and carry some of
the General Conference planning
and ecumenical contacts.
7. The four church leaders proposed would serve as a cabinet for
the Board of Administration. The
Director of Bishops, the General
Secretary, and the Director of
Finance would be accountable to
the Moderator.
8. We propose an Executive Committee of the Board of Administration comprised of:
a. A lay chairman from the Board
of Administration.
b. A regional representative from
the Board of Administration.
c. The four cabinet members.
d. One general board member
from the Board of Administration.

Congregations

Regional
Conferences

9. The Board of Administration
would be comprised of:
a. Eight regional representatives.
b. Four general church representatives.
c. One of the bishops as Assistant
Moderator.
d. The four cabinet members.
e. Two non-clergy members-atlarge.
The Moderator would serve a sixyear term and chair the General
Conference as well as the Board of
Administration. The Moderator
would be accountable to the nonclergy Chairman of the Board of
Administration Executive Committee.
10. We would still have a Council
on Ministry and Mission comprised
of the cabinet, the bishops, and other
executive directors.
Summary

There are still a number of areas
to be worked on. This presentation
has gone out to the public and general church board members to seek

General Conference Services

your council. We want to refine this
and be responsible for good working
relationships within the church. We
do not want to make any major policy changes, but see most of these as
functional changes that local church
people would favor. It reduces the
number of administrators and structures at the general level and provides more flexibility at the regional
level.
The accompanying flow-chart attempts to depict the lateral relationship we desire to have in the Brethren
in Christ Church. Our intent is not
to have either an extreme type of
corporate hierarchy on the one hand,
nor multiple boards with too much
overhead and too little interdependence and accountability on the other
hand.
We want a simple structure that
will facilitate leadership and brotherhood. We ask for your prayers and
and dialogue as we continually seek
to follow the Lord Jesus and serve
the present age.

General
Conference

General Conference Administrators

The

Council on
Min. and Doc.

Delegates
of

| Gen. Conf. Prog7[

and
Meetings
of

Cabinet
Moderator
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Dir. Bish.
Dir. Fin.
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JEF
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X

Director
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Finance
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Light — Administrators

Moderator
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r.

Admittedly, flow charts never quite explain everything, but
this is a visual explanation of a proposed way the Brethren in
Christ congregations can be served well. The only reason the
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the

regional and general boards, agencies, and administrators
exist is to serve the local churches. If ministry doesn't happen at
the local church, it doesn't happen.
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Women in a changing Zimbabwe
areas, but the struggle is on. Women
will advance because some will not
In the nation . . .
just talk, but will stand up and be
Though the status of women in
developing Zimbabwe has changed
for the better, there are areas where
women are still laboring under the
traditional yoke. An article in the
Bulawayo Chronicle of 21st November carried a feature on how some
parents in Gokwe (the country's biggest district and also the most undeveloped) are still giving their
daughters in early marriages in exchange for food, clothing, and other
favors. This is a socio-economic
problem which will take a long time
to solve.
For months stories have been
appearing in the newspapers about
another angle of domination of
women. In some places young girls
are being given away as appeasement for anger between families.

The wrong might be committed by a
man, but it is a female member of the
family who has to pay the price.
These are but two examples of the
suffering woman. There is now a
brighter side. Government now calls
women to stand up and be counted.
Many programs are run whose sole
aim is to mobilize and train women
to advance and improve their lot.
Recently one such workshop which
was attended by more than 400
women focused on women and development. Some issues which the
women addressed included how
women could bring meaningful
changes to the Zimbabwean systems
of law, education, health, agriculture, media, politics, industry, trade,
and commerce. There is much opposition from men in most of these

In the church . . .

Mrs. Abbie Dube is an active
member of the Brethren in Christ
Church in Zimbabwe. She works for
the Zimbabwe Broadcasting Corporation which brings her into contact
with people from all walks of life.
Being a committee member of Zimcare Trust has opened her eyes to the
plight of the disabled in Zimbabwe.
She is also a founding member of
Zimyane Day Centre for the mentally retarded.
For many years her voice brought
comfort and encouragement as she
visited different hospitals and talked
to the sick. More recently her abilities have been focused on today's
problems in the home and society.
She has been instrumental in making sure that there is a Christmas or
Doris Dube is a teacher and mother of
four and is a writer and editor for the
Brethren in Christ Church in Zimbabwe.
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Easter play for the Christian listeners to her broadcasts.
Her contribution to the church
has been significant. In the early sixties, while serving as a Sunday school
teacher at Mpopoma Church, she
started to do something for the
young people. Until then the younger
children had their Sunday school,
and the adults had their service
packed with heavy sermons and
evangelistic meetings. There seemed
to be nothing for the teenagers and
young adults. With some encouragement from the church leadership
and friends, a lot of prayer, dedication, and careful planning, she started
the Brethren in Christ youth movement at Mpopoma. Today the youth
ministry is the backbone of the
church. Some of the pioneer youth,
now adults, are among some of
today's Zimbabwean leaders.
The attaining of independence for

counted.
The Legal Age of Majority Act
which granted black Zimbabwean
women of age 18 and above the same
rights as those of men and their
white counterparts brought changes
to many different aspects of traditional Zimbabwean life. In the past,
a woman was always a minor, first
under her father and then in marriage under her husband. If she was a
widow, she was under her husband's
brothers, or, if divorced, under her
father again.
As such she was always dominated. It didn't matter how intelligent she was. Working women sometimes found their finances managed
by their husbands so that they had
no money they could call their own.
If the marriage failed, and there was

Zimbabwe resulted in the moving of
many blacks from the western suburbs of Bulawayo to the eastern
suburbs, which until then were strictly for non-blacks. However, there
was no Brethren in Christ church in
the city center or the eastern suburbs. For people to commute to the
churches in the western suburbs
meant a lot of sacrifice. The expense
in terms of time and money was just
too much. Against much opposition
and disapproval, Mrs. Dube and a
few others bravely stood up to defend
their desire for a church in the city
center. Now we have the Bulawayo
Central Brethren in Christ Church.
It is a growing congregation, and yet
it is mature because its members
were already Christians when they
formed it.
Mrs. Dube is a very gifted person.
She has the ability to work in harmony with people whom others
would term difficult. She is also the
sort of person that people find easy
to open up to. It is a blessing to have
Evangelical Visitor

by Doris Dube

divorce, the woman lost all the
property which had been acquired
by the man even if she had been
working and had bought some or
most of it.
In the case of a husband's death,
the woman could choose to marry
one of her husband's brothers and
remain in the family as a second or
third wife, or refuse and be thrown
out without a single possession.
Now all this has changed. A
woman can now inherit and keep
some property. She can buy a house
and live independent of male dominance. People no longer express awe
in being attended by a female doctor. Women engineers now work
side by side with men. Female lawyers hold their own in the law courts.
Woman's role in society is undergoing great change, even though the
pace is slow.
her in our church because her behindthe-scenes activities have borne much
fruit. To some, this may not seem
like much of a contribution until one
considers the place of women in general in Zimbabwean society. When
her husband died years ago, she
didn't die with him (or sink into
oblivion) as other women seemed to
do. She continued to live. She spread
her wings and made an impact in a
male-dominated world. She ventured
where other women did not dare to
go. When other women would have
preferred to keep quiet or speak
behind cupped hands or locked
doors, she spoke up and became
equal to or better than most men.
Not having a man around the
house taught her to stand on her
own and succeed. This does not
mean that all married women are
downtrodden. Here and there one
encounters a woman who has made
a significant contribution to society.
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od at work in our world
Planting with zeal
Marshall Poe—Lancaster, Pennsylvania
When I think of Brother Jose Leon, I
think immediately of an enthusiastic
sharer of the gospel. Whether to brothers and sisters in the Lord or to those
outside the faith, Jose couldn't talk to
anyone without talking about the Lord
or about what he was learning from the
Bible.
I remember one time when a group of
us Brethren in Christ were participating
in a Bible study seminar on the book of
Ephesians. During a break, Jose hurried
up to me and said, "Let me tell you what
I just learned from the book of Ephesians!" It didn't matter that I had just sat
through the very same session—Jose'
wanted to share.
Another time during a break in a
study meeting, I recall looking around
for Jose and finally locating him sitting
on the porch of a neighboring house,
engaged in enthusiastic conversation with
the occupant. I have no doubt they were
talking about spiritual things.
Born in the neighboring country of
Honduras, Jose did not have an evangelical upbringing. And his conversion
experience was certainly unconventional.
While visiting in Miami, a Puerto Rican
friend, who had once been a believer but
had stopped following the Lord, took
Jose to an evangelistic service. Upon
entering the sanctuary, Jose couldn't
understand the lack of images and pictures of saints on the walls. However, he
was impressed by the singing and the
preaching. And that very night he accepted the Lord.
Right away he was eager to get back
to Nicaragua, his adopted home, and
share with his people the good news he
had received. Imagine his surprise to
find the evangelical church in Nicaragua
already alive and well! Yet many were
not being reached. And so Jose committed his life to making sure everyone has a
chance to hear. In the years that followed, he planted numerous Brethren in
Christ churches in the rural mountain
areas to the east of Managua.
When the Nicaraguan church was
looking for someone to pioneer in a
church-planting ministry in Honduras,
Jose Leon was the logical choice. His
zeal for the Lord, his record of planting
churches in Nicaragua and the Hondu-

ran heritage of both Jose and his wife
singled this family out for the assignment when it was first projected in 1987.
In February of this year, Roy and
Dorothy Sider and I stood with Jose
Leon in Tegucigalpa, the capital of
Honduras. Now in his fifties, he has
relocated with his wife, Yolanda, and
their five children to this urban ministry
area. The Nicaraguan church is the
sender, Brethren in Christ World Missions is helping with his support, and
leaders of the Bible Society and other
Christian organizations in Honduras
are helping to advise and encourage
him.
As we think of the church in developing countries, we often think of the great
material poverty and physical suffering
these brothers and sisters endure. It is an
image we need to keep before us as a
goad to practical compassion. But we
need to remember equally vividly the
spiritual wealth and vitality many of
these same brothers and sisters enjoy.
Perhaps that will compel us to more
active outreach.

North American IndiansModern day Samaritans?
From a sermon by Ray Sider— Timber
Bay, Saskatchewan. Reported by Esther
Spurrier. Ray and Sandy and their family will be completing their service at
Timber Bay Children's Home on July
31. Present plans are that they will be in
a church-planting ministry in the city of
Saskatoon.
The Samaritans of Jesus' day were a
people despised by the Israelites. Since
they were possessors of land the Jewish
people thought rightfully belonged to
them, the Jews hated the Samaritans
and avoided contact with them at all
costs. Jesus' contact with (John 4) and
portrayal of (Luke 10) Samaritan people went contrary to accepted practice
for one of his culture.
In North America in present times,
there is a group of people similarly despised by the dominant Caucasian population of European descent—the American Indian. Once sole possessors of the
land and resources of this continent,
continued on page 21
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on the

make disciples" was given to the
doubters, too: weakness was no exemption! So we go as missionaries,
not having all of our questions answered beforehand, but primarily in
obedience to God's command.

reat
ommission
by Richard Stuebing

Readers of the Visitor know how
easy it is to skip over familiar passages in the Bible. Especially if we
have memorized them, we think we
have learned all there is to learn. Yet
we also realize that familiar passages
can speak new truths to us at different times in our lives, when our life
situation has changed. For me, a
missionary, a good example is the
Great Commission in Matthew 28:
16-20.1 now read it from a different
perspective than when I first went to
Zambia in 1970. The Great Commission was theory then, yet to be
tested "on the field." How do I look
at this passage now, after spending
19 years in Zambia?
The disciples

Although their number was down
to eleven, the disciples were still
obedient: they went "where Jesus
had told them to go" (v. 16). I have
no doubt that they were still pretty
confused and afraid, but they obeyed.
Their actions are a good illustration
of the principles Jesus gave in John
7:17: "If anyone chooses to do God's
will, he will find out whether my
teaching comes from God or whether
I speak on my own." Even Thomas

During the Stuebings'furlough, Rich is a
househusband in South Hamilton, Mass.,
while Kathy is studying at Harvard. The
family plans to return to Zambia later in
1989, with Rich resuming his teaching responsibilities at the Theological College of
Central Africa.
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had learned the lesson that obedience takes precedence over understanding, so this time he was with the
others when Jesus came.
It is the same lesson that I urge
prospective missionaries to learn,
and it is also a lesson that I constantly need to review in my own life.
We North Americans so often want
to know all of the consequences of
following God before actually following him. Yet we must obey as
much of God's truth as we know,
even when the rest of the way remains
unclear. Waiting for everything to
become clear may mean that we are
not only guilty of procrastination,
but of disobedience as well.
I still remember how difficult it
was in 1969 to ship most of our
earthly possessions to Zambia, knowing only that God wanted us there
somewhere but not even knowing
the city. Again in 1981 we believed
God wanted us to change cities and
careers, but there was no promise of
financial support until after we
moved. Experiencing God's faithfulness to our timid obedience was
enormously encouraging in the midst
of the adjustments that followed
both moves.
The disciples were people like us:
they both worshiped and doubted
(v. 17). I used to think that God only
called people who worshiped because
the doubters stayed behind, but that
is just not honest. Missionaries have
doubts and fears like anyone else.
Besides, the command to "go and

The command

I was a university student in the
sixties, which were very different
from the eighties. The sixties were
the years of great social concern, as
seen in the American civil rights
movement at home and the Peace
Corps abroad; even non-Christians
eagerly offered themselves to serve
needy people. But we live in the
eighties, the "Me" generation, that
has greatly affected (I believe the
eighties word is "impacted") Christians as well as others. Therefore it is
probably not surprising that Jesus'
command to "go" is simply not
being treated as seriously in the
eighties as it was in the sixties. Despite an increasing number of shortterm missionaries, the number of
career missionaries continues to decrease. Although the reasons are varied, one factor in this decrease is certainly that the attitude of "looking
out for number one" has affected
North American Christians more
than we sometimes like to admit.
Jesus also commands the eleven
(and us) to "make disciples" (v. 19),
and v. 20 adds the necessity of
"teaching them to obey everything."
Unfortunately, just as "going" is not
popular these days, neither is "teaching them." The emphasis of the
eighties is on "primary evangelism,"
partly to correct the imbalance caused
by missionaries staying too long in
one place and failing to turn over
leadership to national believers. Such
concerns are of course legitimate,
even critically important, but not at
the expense of discipling and teaching. Americans of the eighties want
quick and measurable results, which
evangelism may give. But teaching is
much less spectacular and by definition cannot be done as quickly as
evangelism. Yet without discipling
and teaching, the converts disappear
as the following African illustration
shows.
continued on page 17
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Looking back . . .
continued from page 16

William Wade Harris is one of the
best-known evangelists in the history of Africa. For about 18 months
in 1915-1917 he walked the coast of
what is now Ivory Coast, preaching
to those who had never heard the
gospel. It is reckoned that 100,000
people were converted, but no one
followed Harris to disciple and teach
the new converts after the French
colonial government deported him
to his native Liberia. The believers
eventually spurned all mainline
churches, and the independent Harrist Church that continues is a strong
mix of orthodox and unorthodox
Christianity.
The promise

The Lord's promise to be with us
(v. 20) was something that we took
by faith when we began missionary
service in 1970. Reading the same
promise in 1989 brings many memories of God's faithfulness; timely
provision of financial needs, safety
during armed attacks on our house,
good health for Kathy after two
Caesarean sections and for our children after bouts of malaria—the list
could go on and on. One reason we
keep returning to Zambia is that we
have experienced the truth of Matthew 28:20 again and again; God has
been with us in every difficult situation, just as he promised. We have
had peace and security when our circumstances called for just the
opposite.
Although the promise of God's
presence is given to all believers, this
passage shows a particular concern
for those who "go and make disciples of all nations." Going to a different ethnic group than your own
leads to greater stress ("culture
shock") than bearing witness in your
own familiar culture. Now that I
have lived in a different culture for
many years, I can testify that Jesus'
promise is not only a comfort for the
future; it is also a reality for the
present.
July 1989

"I was not disobedient to
the heavenly vision"

Just recently I listened to a most
inspiring message by Dr. Robert
Schuller from the Crystal Cathedral
in Garden Grove, Calif. We attend
the early service at the Grantham
Church, and this enables us to get
home in time to hear some of the
morning services on television.
On this particular Sunday, Dr.
Schuller was preaching on "Ask the
Lord of the harvest, therefore, to
send out workers into his harvest"
(Matthew 9:38). He also quoted
extensively Paul's statement in Acts
26:19, "I was not disobedient to the
vision from heaven." He told how he
had answered God's call at five years
of age, and then he recounted numerous specific times in his life when he
had not been disobedient to the
heavenly vision. At the close of the
service, an appeal was given for people to come forward in response to
the call for full-time Christian service.
A most beautiful scene followed
when many went forward to present
themselves in this way. Then Dr.
Schuller moved among them going
from one person to another putting
his arms around their shoulders in
affirmation. It was one of the most
beautiful scenes I have ever seen on
television.
This reminded me of similar times
in my life when I responded to the
call of God during similar appeals
with an overflowing heart and fervent enthusiasm as the Lord filled
my heart with the desire to serve him
in the place he had chosen for me.
I was not disobedient to the heavenly vision when the Lord impressed
on me the need for going back to
school in preparation for missionary
service. I finished high school at
Messiah Academy and graduated
from college at Beulah (Upland)
College. Then followed a time of
waiting when it seemed that quite
possibly we would never get to the
foreign mission field.
But again we were not disobedient
to the heavenly vision when the call

.by Lewis B. Sider

came from the Home Mission Board
to serve at the North Star Mission in
Saskatchewan. We served there for
three years and then at Jabbok Bible
School for one year.
Then in 1946 the call came from
the Foreign Mission Board to serve
in Africa. Again we were not disobedient to the vision for service. We
entered foreign mission service in
1946 and served until the end of 1961
in both Northern and Southern
Rhodesia, now Zambia and Zimbabwe.
At the close of 1961 we came back
to America to stay in order to better
take care of our children's education, and we continued to serve the
local church wherever opportunity
afforded. By 1975 I was working for
the State of Pennsylvania, and my
wife was working at Messiah College when the call came again to
return to Rhodesia as financial secretary of the church there. Again we
were not disobedient to the heavenly
vision, but answered the call and
served th^re until 1977 when we
again returned to our home in the
States. This period of service filled
us with many rewarding experiences.
The way we were accepted by the
church and people we had known
was a most fitting affirmation of our
call. We renewed old friendships and
made new ones which caused us to
feel a real oneness with our African
brothers and sisters.
Since then various avenues of service have opened to us. I served for a
number of years part-time at the
missions office first in Elizabethtown
and then in Mount Joy, Pa. We have
served and are still serving part-time
at the Paxton Street Home in Harrisburg and at Messiah Village as we
have opportunity. But our all-consuming passion continues to be
missions.
Following the Lord's guidance
and not being disobedient to the
heavenly vision has led us into a life
continued on page 21
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On May 14, the junior Sunday school of the Air
Hill congregation, Chambersburg, Pa., presented
a program called "Portrait of a Mother,"* The Big
Valley congregation, Belleville, Pa., had a graduation banquet on May 27. • Five graduates of the
Canoe Creek congregation, Hollidaysburg, Pa.,
were honored at a Grange Hall dinner on May 25.
• The youth of the Carlisle, Pa., congregation
attended a summer retreat June 9-11 at Summit
Lake Camp with speaker Warren Hoffman. A
vote by the congregation was planned for June 4
about whether to make the director of education a
full-time position, to enlarge parking facilities, and
to go two worship services in the fall.
The Cedar Grove congregation, Mifflintown,
Pa., had a Children's Day service on Apr. 30. The
youth sponsored the movie "Caught" on May 27. •
On May 6, "The Ladybugs" sang at the ladies
spring banquet of the Chambersburg, Pa., congregation. The Sonshine class sponsored a spaghetti dinner on May 20. Six people became
members on May 21. • William Fetrow was
installed May 7 as pastor of the Colyer congregation, Centre Hall, Pa. • The Cumberland Valley
congregation, Dillsburg, Pa., sponsored a May 20
bus trip to the historical area of Philadelphia. The
youth group coordinated a concert May 21 with
Mike Stand and Voyager.
Brad Tengler of the Fairview Ave. congregation, Waynesboro, Pa., spent the summer in the
Philippines with a basketball/ volleyball evangelistic team of Teen Missions. On May 28, the junior
choir presented "Nathaniel: The Grublet." • On
May 7, Edward Yelinck, Christian psychologist,
spoke about depression to the Five Forks congregation, Waynesboro. The Shining Light Singers
presented "Colby's Missing Memory" on May 21.
• The senior adults of the Grantham, Pa., congregation had an organizational luncheon on June
11. Pastor and Nancy Ives left June 14 for three
weeks in Africa. A Celebration of Ministry banquet was May 21.
Spring revival services with Henry Ginder were
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May 7-10 at the Hanover, Pa., church. Two new
members joined the church on May 14. • Ken
Letner led a Sunday school staff training session
on May 21 for the Locust Grove congregation,
York, Pa. • The ladies class of the Marsh Creek
congregation, Howard, Pa., planned a yard sale
for May 19-20. A graduation banquet was May 23
with Wayne Klinefelter, speaker. • On May 7, the
Mountain Anthems were in concert for the Martinsburg, Pa., congregation. A new piano will be
purchased for the sanctuary.
The Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation is publishing a new pictorial directory. The youth traveled to Dallas Center, Iowa, June 29—July 9, to
present a week-long Bible school and do various
projects for the Mound Park congregation. • The
Grantham Church choir sang on Apr. 30 for the
Messiah Village congregation, Mechanicsburg.
An old-fashioned tent meeting was planned for
June 18. • Approximately 120 people of the
Montgomery congregation, near Upton, Pa., participated on May 21 in a guess-who's-coming-todinner. • Ruth and Eber Dourte were guest speakers May 28 for the Morning Hour Chapel congregation, East Berlin, Pa. The fellowship hall received a new paint job on May 30 and June 1.
On May 7, the Mt. Rock, Shippensburg, Pa.,
Sunday school teachers had a "gab session" at 8:45
a.m. with coffee and doughnuts served. The Living
Miracles from Camp Joy-El gave an evening program, "Looking Unto Jesus." • During May—
family month—at the New Guilford church,
Chambersburg, Pa., Pastor Verno spoke on "Getting Control Over Your TV," "Respect," "Christ
and the Family," and "Try a Little Kindness." •
The Morley Family Singers helped the Paramount congregation, Hagerstown, Md., celebrate
their May 3 FamilyFest.
On the evening of May 7, Pastor Gilbert of the
Van Lear congregation, Williamsport, Md., gave
the second lesson on developing a biblical selfesteem. Paul Hostetler spoke on May 21. • On
Apr. 30, the West Shore congregation, Mechanicsburg, Pa., had a baptism and membership
reception for two persons. Phil Keefer, Director of
Planned Giving, spoke on May 7.

was shown about the beginning of Alcoholics
Anonymous. • The Free Grace congregation, Millersburg. Pa., planned a mother-daughter banquet for May 9 with speaker Margaret Bosburg
from New York. A new Sunday school class for
young adults began on June 4.
The youth led the worship service for the Hershey, Pa., congregation on Apr. 30. • The Holden
Park congregation, Orlando, Fla., has begun a
relief fund for those coming to the church for
emergency assistance. • On May 14, Nettie Meyer
of Bremen, Ind., gave a monologue, "The Mother
of Jesus," for the Hummelstown, Pa., congregation. • The Lancaster, Pa., congregation observed
Disabilities Sunday on May 7, with participation
by the Friendship Class. "God as Mother" was the
sermon topic on May 14. • The youth of the
Manheim, Pa., congregation presented the musical "Live It to the Max" on May 21.
On June 3, persons from the Builders Class of
the Manor church, Mountville, Pa., participated
in a Habitat for Humanity project in Lancaster.
The church's five choirs sang in a May 21 Choral
Concert. • The Hartman Harmonies led Bible
school June 18-23 for the Mt. Pleasant congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa. • On June 11, a delegation of
Ethiopian Christian church leaders shared with
the Palmyra, Pa., congregation the story of their
oppressed life during and following the revolution.
Two youth, Karen Pertusioand John Schalk, plan
to serve full-time at Kenbrook Bible Camp this
summer. • On May 14, the Messiah College Singers presented a program for the Pequea congregation, Lancaster, Pa. Charlie Byers and Harvey
Miller showed slides on May 17 from their China
trip.
Young men of the Refton, Pa., congregation
acted out the drama "Waiting in Jerusalem" on
May 14. Janet Peifer gave a Pentecost meditation.
• The youth group of the Silverdale, Pa., congregation planned a bake sale for June 2. • The
Skyline View congregation, Harrisburg, Pa., had
a "guess-who's-coming-to-a-picnic" on May 28.
On May 21, the congregation viewed the film
"Blessed Assurance" about the life of Fannie
Crosby. • The Summit View church, New Holland, Pa., reports that the first baptisms held in the
new building took place in a cattle drinking
trough. Henry Ginder spoke on May 28.

Atlantic Conference

On Apr. 30, the Community Bible congregation, Sarasota, Fla., enj oyed a concert by the Sarasota Christian School Choir. • The youth of the
Cross Roads congregation, Mt. Joy, Pa., sponsored two "parent relief nights," May 5, 6. • On
May 6, those persons 55 years and older from the
Elizabethtown, Pa., church enjoyed a Spring
Fling planned and executed by the youth. •
Money has been donated to the Fairland church,
Cleona, Pa., for erection of a steeple. Tim and
Martha Giles gave a slide presentation on May 14.
The church was the site of the May 21 production
of "Friends Forever"by Fairland, Palmyra, Hummelstown, and Mt. Joy Brethren in Christ youth.
On Apr. 30, the Fellowship Chapel congregation, Bronx, N. Y., had a moment of remembrance
and prayer for the nation in honor of the 200th
anniversary of George Washington's inauguration. In the evening, the film "My Name is Bill W."

Canadian Conference

On May 28, the Bertie congregation enjoyed an
evening of song and testimonies by the group from
the Turning Point Girls' Home. • The Heise Hill
congregation, Gormley, Ont., had a get-acquainted
fellowship on May 7 with youth pastor Isaac
Flagg. • The men of the Lakeside Community
church. Calgary, Alb., planned the third annual
Mother's Day Brunch for May 14. • On June 25,
the Massey Place congregation. Saskatoon, Sask.,
held a farewell celebration for Gordon and Betty
Lough who are departing to pastor at Kindersley,
Sask. Don Sommerfelt of World Vision in Canada spoke on May 7.
On May 27, the North East Community congregation, Calgary, Alb., had a yard sale with
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proceeds going for the purchase of an electronic
keyboard for worship services. • On June 7, Eldon
Smith showed pictures of Liberia, Africa, to the
Oak Ridges, Ont., congregation. He was there
obtaining mongooses for the Toronto Zoo. Bishop
Sider spoke on June 4. • The Prince Albert, Sask.,
congregation had an adult fellowship Softball outing on May 12, and a yard sale on May 21. • Henry
Ginder led revival services June 11-14 for the
Ridgemount congregation, Hamilton, Ont. • Tim
Albrecht of the Rosebank congregation, Petersburg, Ont., did a two-month term of service this
summer with a Teen Missions film evangelism
team in Brazil.
On May 17, the Pioneer Girls, moms, and pals
of the Sherkston, Ont., congregation had a cowboy supper and hayride as the year's closing activity. A lawn sale was June 17 with proceeds going to
the Niagara Life Centre. • On May 7, five people
who have received organ transplants spoke to the
Wainfleet, Ont., congregation. Teresa Gilmore
has been appointed Director of Christian Education. Trevor Main is summer intern pastor. •
Henry Ginder headed a weekend crusade June
17-19forthe Westheightscongregation, Kitchener,
Ont.

Central Conference

On May 21, Charles Ulmer was guest speaker at
the Amherst church, Massillon, Ohio. The congregation had a Cedar Point outing on May 29. •
On May 17, the Covenant Players performed at
the Beulah Chapel church, Springfield, Ohio. Bill
Rodebaugh from Cedarville College is the new
youth director. • Curriculum review for the fall
was one agenda item at the June 8 adult Sunday
school leaders appreciation banquet held by the
Fairview church, Englewood, Ohio.
The Highland church, West Milton, Ohio,
mother-daughter banquet on May 16 was on a
Mexican theme. James P. Mock led a May 12-13
seminar on financial management. • The building
project of the Mooretown church, Sandusky,
Mich., was scheduled to begin in June. • The
Morrison, 111., congregation planned a June 16
father-son campout at a nearby farm. • On May
21, the Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation watched
the film "Operation Tentmaker." An offering was
taken to aid Mary Kinney with her summer missions expenses.
The Ambassadors Alone group of the Sippo
Valley congregation. Massillon, Ohio, met in May
for pizza and bowling. • Seven men of the Union
Grove congregation, New Paris, Ind., traveled to
Memorial Holiness Camp recently to do plumbing repair work to prepare the camp for the 1989
season. • Kent and Gloria Whitacre were installed
May 11 as pastoral couple of the Western Hills
congregation, Cincinnati, Ohio. Two new members
joined the church on May 21.

Midwest Conference

John and Linda Baker of Creative Evangelism
used "Village Faire" as the theme of the Bible
school they put on recently for the Bethany
church, Thomas, Okla. They taught with silhouettes, marionettes, singing, stories, and prizes.
• Two persons were scheduled for baptism on
May 21 by the Oklahoma City, Okla., congregation. A picnic followed. • The Rosebank congregation, Hope, Ks., held VBS on May 31—June 7.
• Pastor Bowell of the Zion congregation, Abilene, Ks., traveled to the Navajo Mission in New
Mexico to take a Brethren in Christ core course.
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Pacific Conference

Dee Rummer from M-2 Prisoner Outreach
Ministry spoke during the May 7 Sunday school
hour to the Moreno congregation, Moreno Valley, Calif. Pastor Slattery began a class May 14 on
basic Bible doctrines. • The Ontario congregation
planned their second annual Pinewood Derby on
June 11 • The Riverside, Calif., congregation
planned their third annual garage sale for May 20.
• Clyde the Violinist provided entertainment for
the Upland, Calif., mother-daughter banquet on
May 4. On May 21, the adult Sunday school
classes combined to hear Don Bowman, Executive Director of the California Council on Alcoholic Problems. • The Walnut Valley church,
Walnut, Calif., hosted the Conference on Peace,
June 23-24.

For the Record
Births

Alten: Jonas Micah, Mar. 21; Chris and Sandra Alten, Upland congregation, Calif.
Altmann: Walter Michael, Apr. 5; Ronald and
Marilyn (Reist) Altmann, Fairland congregation,
Pa.
Barnett: Chad Robert, May 21; David and
Darlene (Martin) Barnett, Mechanicsburg congregation, Pa.
Cober: Roland Dean, Apr. 28; Roland and
Donna Cober, Rosebank congregation, Ont.
Eshleman: Michael Thomas, May 4; Dennis
and Deirdre Eshleman, Fairland congregation,
Pa.
Fetrow: Scott Wesley, May 15; William and
Gayle Fetrow, Colyer congregation, Pa.
Funk: Jason Richard, May 5; Richard and
Joyce (Burkholder) Funk, Manor congregation,
Pa.
Harbaugh: Sabrina May, May 13; Brian and
Carla (Helfrick) Harbaugh, Montgomery congregation, Pa.
Kennedy: Lindy Charlotte, May 4; Bruce and
Jennifer (Miller) Kennedy, Upland congregation,
Calif.
Lash: Joel Hans, May 10; Bernie and Barb
Lash, Christian Union congregation, Ind.
Marchini: James Kevin, Apr. 21; David and
Tracy (Escherich) Marchini, Manor congregation, Pa.
Potteiger: Brandon Scott, May 23; Mark and
Sherry Potteiger, Mechanicsburg congregation,
Pa.
Reist: Jaime Leigh, May 11; Steven and Kimberly (Herr) Reist, Manor congregation. Pa.
Smeltz: Hannah Marie, May 14; Luke and
Kelly (Haring) Smeltz, Hummelstown congregation, Pa.
Wideman: Laci Rianon, May 15; Dale and
Cathy Wideman, Heise Hill congregation, Ont.
Wideman: Lindsey Kathleen Marie, Apr. 13;
Ron and Joan Wideman, Heise Hill congregation,
Ont.

Wiebe: Brandon Michael, Apr. 23; Dale and
Sandy Wiebe, Massey Place congregation, Sask.
Winger: Andrew Paul, May 13; Kevin and
Linda Winger, Fordwich congregation, Ont.
Zagorski: Anne Elizabeth, Apr. 30; Dan and
Shirley Zagorski, Hershey congregation, Pa.

Weddings

Boxleitner-Nauman: Yvonne M., daughter of
Mr. and Mrs. E. Glenn Nauman, and Steven, son
of Mr. and the late Mrs. David Boxleitner, May 6,
in Lancaster, Pa., with Rev. Thomas Lefever
officiating.
Cottle-Hicks: Melissa, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. George Hicks, Roaring Springs, Pa., and
Thomas, son of Mr. and Mrs. Paul Cottle, Jr.,
Everett, Pa., May 20, at the Leamersville Grace
Brethren Church with Rev. Earl Herr and Rev.
Barton Starr officiating.
Hess-Shopf: Tricia D., daughter of Dale and
Barbara Shopf, Conestoga, Pa., and Brett A., son
of W. Roy and Brenda Hess, Lancaster, Pa., May
20, at the Manor Brethren in Christ Church with
Rev. John Hawbaker officiating.
Lupold-Holliday: Margaret Holliday and Kenneth Lupoid, May 20, in the Pequea Brethren in
Christ Church with Rev. Gerald Wingert officiating.
Paden-Bossert: Melissa, daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. George Bossert, and Richard" Paden, son of
Mr. and Mrs. Brooks Arnold, Apr. 22, in the
Cedar Grove Brethren in Christ Church with Rev.
W. Dale Allison officiating.
Rae-Winger: Mary Elizabeth, daughter of Clifford and Trudie Winger, Palmerston, Ont., and
Mervyn, son of Delton and Fern Rae, Harriston,
Ont., May 27, at the Fordwich Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. Charlie Byer officiating.
Shertzer-Tolan: Michelle Faye, daughter of
Fred and Faye Tolan, Lancaster, Pa., and James
Ross, son of Norman and Verna Shertzer, Lancaster, May 6, at the Manor Brethren in Christ
Church with Rev. John Hawbaker officiating.

Obituaries

Ebersole: Margaret Elizabeth Halbleib Ebersole, born Aug. 26, 1906, died Apr. 17. She was
preceded in death by her husband Lloyd in 1976.
Surviving are 5 sons, David H., Norman C., Jay
R., Harry J., and Lloyd B., Jr.; 3 daughters, Violet
F. Williams, Anna M. Wilkinson; and Dorothy E.
Hernandez; a brother; 2 sisters; 42 grandchildren;
and 72 great-grandchildren. Margaret was a member of the Cross Roads congregation, Pa., where
the funeral was held with Rev. Dale H. Engle
officiating. Interment was in the Cross Roads
cemetery.
George: Paul George, born Sept. 14, 1905, the
son of Jacob and Anna Zook George, died Apr.
25. Surviving are his wife of 57 years, Esther
(Gramm); two sons, Paul, Jr., and Carl; six grandchildren; and four great-grandchildren. A brother
preceded him in death. Paul was a member of the
Pleasant Hill, Ohio, congregation. He attended
Upland College, and retired from the State of
Ohio as an inspector. He formerly was employed
at Braun Brothers Packing Company in Troy. He
was active in home missions in Kentucky and
Pennsylvania and foreign missions in Zimbabwe.
In Africa, he was a respected outstation superin-
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Notes from Paul Hostetler, page editor

In December 1987 this column featured "A Cooperative Ministries Challenge, "written by Murray Sider, a retired
layman of the Rosebank Congregation,
near Kitchener, Ont. If you keep your
copies of the Evangelical Visitor (a very
good idea), you will find it helpful to
reread that article before reading his letter which follows.
After his article was published, Murray sent me a letter with information
relating to giving at Rosebank. He
explained that their debt retirement

"We are
really
trying to
provoke
our
brethren"
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schedule (about $40,000 a year) would
liquidate the debt by the end of1988. At
that time it was the hope of "a couple of
brethren " that when the debt was paid
off the congregation would increase
their Cooperative Ministries giving by
that amount.
He went on to say, "I am optimistic
about this venture of faith in our giving.
Our treasurer, Harold Albrecht, heartily
endorses this type of faith challenge.
Such a plan, of course, is contingent on
the level of spiritual commitment of our
total membership."

In response to his letter, I replied (in
part):
Dear Murray,
I would very much like to know what
Rosebank decides to do in regard to
increasing Cooperative Ministries giving upon debt retirement. In fact, I
would be glad to have you write another
article sincet» you did so well in the other
one. . . .
With the above background, I now
share his recent letter.

Dear Brother Paul,
Since you desired to be informed of
our progress at Rosebank relative to
Cooperative Ministries giving, I am
writing to bring you up to date. We
haven't been able to implement all the
ideas which were proposed before our
mortgage was paid off, but we are still
very involved in ministries away from
home.
One of our couples has gone to Texas
to study missions at a special school.
They are still operating their business
here, partially by proxy. This pays their
expenses and helps them continue their
financial support at Rosebank.
We have another enthusiastic young
couple who came into our local fellowship about a year ago. They are taking
studies at Emmanuel Bible College in
Kitchener preparatory to serving in mission somewhere. He grew up in Chad
with missionary parents. At this point
we don't know where God will eventually lead them, but it could well be to
Chad. He is serving a short term on our
missions committee.
As our church board was planning
the budget for this year, there were some
encouraging, aggressive ideas for using
the extra giving. However, we didn't
have sufficient support for the idea of
giving the extra amount (equal to our
mortgage giving) to Cooperative Ministries. We did raise our Cooperative Ministries amount from $42,000 to $48,000
for 1989 with the aim of giving 50% of
our total budget to Cooperative Ministries by 1993.

Our Canadian Conference has set a
goal of $70,000 for special appeals which
goes to special projects as Timber Bay—
$ 10,000; a church building in Caracus—
$30,000; a third planting in Calgary—
$30,000. Today was the day for our
special appeals offering. Rosebank
church board recommended that our
goal be $6,000 toward the $70,000.
Last Sunday Harold Albrecht sponsored the special appeal before leaving
for Zambia, Zimbabwe, and Kenya.
Our offering today in cash and pledges
was more than $ 12,000. If the other congregations do as well, God will be
pleased. So you see our extra giving is
showing up in areas such as this.
Our missionary convention has been
planned for September this year rather
than June. We will have a special project
offering then also, so we are really trying
to provoke our brethren in the Canadian Conference to love and good works.
At present I haven't sufficient special
inspiration for writing another article
for the Evangelical Visitor. As God
leads, I may do so. Pray for me and be
free to offer suggestions.
I hope that you don't think I am
unduly extolling the merits of Rosebank. We are rejoicing in the fact that
God is blessing. We are praying for God
to bless us also in reaching new people as
well as to lead several of our regular
folks into total commitment.
Your brother in Christ,
Murray Sider
Evangelical Visitor

tendent at Wanezi Mission, and an agricultural
assistant at Matopo Mission. He worked diligently at communicating with nationals in their
own language. His generous giving was a sign of
his commitment to the church. The funeral service
was held at the Pleasant Hill church with Rev.
Thomas R. Kershner officiating. Interment was in
Highland Cemetery, West Milton.
Tribute
We mark today the homegoing of Rev. J. Paul
George, an ordained minister and servant of the
Brethren in Christ Church. The Georges gave pastoral service in Adair County, Ky., from 1934 to
1937. Here he was ordained in March 1937. Following this they gave 10 years of service to missions in Southern Rhodesia (now Zimbabwe),
Africa. Returning to the United States, Rev.
George served as pastor in Canoe Creek, Pa., for
more than two years. After moving to Miami
County, Ohio, from Pennsylvania in 1951, Rev.
George served in the role of lay minister.
Paul George was a dedicated servant of the
Lord. He was available for ministry even after his
time of formal service in ministry. A gentle spirit,
Bro. George leaves a witness that will abide.
Owen H. Alderfer Bishop
Central Conference
Kanode: Fannie R. Kanode, born Aug. 14,
1892, the daugher of Rev. Isaac H. and Ella Kauffman Stern, died May 20. On Oct. 15, 1913, she
married Avery O. Kanode who died in 1953. A son
Isaac also preceded her in death. Surviving are
7 children, Elizabeth, Ruth Fees, Beulah Charles,
Lois Smith, Alice Heisey, Arthur, and Avery; 25
grandchildren; 33 great-grandchildren; a sister,
Blanche Oldham; and 3 brothers, Edgar, John,
and Luke. She was a member of the Martinsburg,
Pa., congregation where the funeral service was
held with Rev. Earl Herr and Rev. W. Dale Allison officiating. Interment was in Spring Hope
Cemetery, Martinsburg.
Musser: Ruth Arlene Musser, born Nov. 20,
1938, died May 10. She is survived by her husband, Richard Musser; two daughters, Roberta
and Diana Clevinger; her father, George Green; a
grandson; one sister, Dorothy Harrell; and one
brother, Robert Green. Ruth was a member of the
Upland, Calif., congregation where the funeral
was held with Rev. Mel Shoemaker and Rev.
Alvin C. Burkholder officiating. Entombment was
in Bellevue Mausoleum, Ont., Calif.
Sider: Elmer Ross Sider, born Dec. 17, 1917,
the son of Jesse and Alice Sider, died May 4.
Surviving are his wife, Pauline; a daughter, Marjeanne; two brothers, Lewis and Murray; and a
sister, Grace. Elmer was a faithful member of the
Upland, Calif., congregation where the funeral
service was held with Rev. Mel Shoemaker, Rev.
Bill Maher, and Rev. Alvin C. Burkholder officiating. Entombment was in Bellevue Mausoleum.
Whitley: William A. Whitley, 73, died May 17.
Surviving are his wife, Grace M. Whitley; and two
sisters. William attended the Mechanicsburg, Pa.,
congregation where the funeral was held with Rev.
Kenneth Hepnerand Rev. Steve Lehman officiating. Graveside services were in Tazewell, Va.
Winger: Stella J. Winger, born Aug. 1, 1906,
died May 3. She was the wife of Ralph H. Winger
who preceded her in death. Surviving are a son,
Robert H.; seven grandchildren; and three greatgrandchildren. Stella was a member of the
Mechanicsburg, Pa., congregation where the funeral service was held with Rev. Kenneth Hepner
officiating. Interment was in Mechanicsburg
Cemetery.
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God at work . . .
continued from page 15

their subordination and removal was
deemed necessary for the development
of national interests of the United States
and Canada. They were depicted as an
inferior society and despised as such.
Indeed, the lifestyles of the two groups
do not mesh well. North Americans of
European descent have a future-oriented
society in which persons are valued
because of productivity and success in
their jobs. Indians have a presentoriented society in which people are
valued because of their relationships to
people and to the land.
As Indians have tried to accommodate to the imposed cultural norms, this
has had a devastating effect on the natural family unit as well as the extended
family—lost somewhere between the
two cultures. Turning to alcohol, drugs,
and sexual pleasure to obliterate the
hopelessness that faced them, many
added to themselves the destruction
begun by their conquerors.
Timber Bay Children's Home is an
agency of the Brethren in Christ Board
for Brotherhood Concerns which seeks
to maintain positive contacts with the
Indian community. Offering a home
away from home where children from
remote locations can board while attending school, the staff seeks to show
Christ's love and teach his way.
Little Mary (the name is fictitious, but
the child is real) is one whose life has
been touched by the care she received at
Timber Bay. Mary came from a single-

I was not
disobedient . . .
continued from page 17

of deep commitment to missions in
prayer and giving. Our pledge to
pray every day for missions is stretching our faith. We are also trying to
follow the Lord's leading in stewardship as we continue on to deeper
levels of commitment and higher
levels of giving to the Lord's work.
However, the road has not always
been smooth. I am human, and my
life reflects the weakness of human
frailty. Just recently at our prayer
meeting a friend made the statement

parent home. Her mother had serious
problems with alcohol beginning before
her pregnancy—and that affected Mary's
physical appearance as well as her emotional and spiritual well-being.
When Mary first came to Timber
Bay, she was a child starved for love. On
many occasions, as a staff member
walked across the yard, she would run
up and say, "I need a hug!" After she got
her hug, she would likely walk hand-inhand with the staff member for awhile
before she ran off to play with her
friends. She was a special child, and we
all learned to love her very much. Occasionally, she returned to her natural
home for visits. But she seemed to prefer
to stay with the staff in the safe confines
of the Home.
One day, about a year after Mary
came to us, a surprising thing happened.
Mary saw me across the campus and
came running as usual. But as she
approached, she said, "I have a hug to
give you!" She jumped into my arms
and gave me a big hug. Then she got
down and walked beside me, holding
my hand for awhile. The love of Christ
had successfully been conveyed to her,
she received it and was now able to give
love to others.
It is exciting to be a part of such
changes in the lives of young people. We
are always gratified to hear of those who
are serving the Lord in other places
now—or whose lives were impacted in
other ways through the ministry of the
Home in the last decade. Sharing the
love of Christ in our "Canadian Samaria" is an important objective of Timber
Bay Children's Home.

that in spite of imperfect obedience
he knows that he wants to do the
Lord's will. This strikes a responsive
chord in my heart. I know that my
obedience has been imperfect, and
victories have been interspersed with
defeats; but I too know that my will
is to do the Lord's will, and I believe
he accepts that. I am still determined
not to be disobedient to the heavenly
vision. I hope that this may be an
encouragement, especially to the
younger people, to be faithful in following the Lord's leadings for their
lives.
Lewis and Gladys Sider are residents of
Messiah Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa.
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THE JACOB ENGLE FOUNDATION SERIES

I nstitutions are people
by Peter von Keyserling

In this series about the Jacob Engle
Foundation, Inc., you have read about
the Brotherhood Loan Fund and how it
makes loans to help build and expand
churches for the Brethren in Christ people. You have read about how your
investments in the foundation provide
the funds to make these loans. The foundation has lent out everything you have
provided. The foundation needs more
investors. The goal is to have 5,000 investors. Can you be one of those 5,000? It
only requires $500 and a phone call to
1-800-726-1448 to start your investment
today. Not only can you save for your
future, but you are helping to build God's
kingdom here on earth. Don't wait; call
now!
Now let's walk through what happens
when you make that call. The Jacob
Engle Foundation, Inc., is an institution—
an institution of the Brethren in Christ
Church formed to help finance church
growth and church expansion. And like
your local church, an institution is people. The building and location do not
matter; only the people matter. The 800
line rings once, twice, three times (if it
rings more than that, you tell the person
that answers). Ruby Stewart will pick up
the phone and give you a cheery "Hello!
Jacob Engle Foundation. This is Ruby
Stewart. How may I help you?"
That's your cue to tell Ruby that you
would like to make an investment, or
perhaps just request information. Ruby
divides her time between working on the
new computer system where your investment file will be stored, and answering
the phone. Ruby helps keep all the financial records and statements for the foundation. (You ought to see her eyes light
up when she thinks she has found an
Peter H. von Keyserling is executive director of the Jacob Engle Foundation.
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error.) Checking figures and playing detective is one of Ruby's delights. Ruby
even bought her own computer so she
could take work home, but that didn't
work out so well. Ruby's husband Bill
developed a fascination for this home
computer. Ruby is still waiting for her
turn.
When you have given your request to
Ruby and she has taken down your
name, address, and phone number, one
of two things can happen. If you know
what you would like to do, Ruby will ask
you for various pieces of information
such as your social security number; the
amount you wish to invest; the length of
time you would like to keep that investment; your choice of investment types,
such as fixed interest (same interest rate
from beginning to end), variable interest
rate (interest moves up and down as
interest rates change), or special ministry
certificates (these carry a lower interest to
you and the balance goes to support the
ministry of your choice). These special
certificates can support your local church
program, Cooperative Ministries, etc.
Once the information is recorded on the
application, it is sent to you for your
signature along with a prospectus (a booklet about the Foundation and its operation). Read the prospectus (large print
versions are available), sign the application, enclose it in the envelope with your
check for the amount of the investment,
and send it back to the foundation.
If you are not sure but would like to
have information in order to decide what
investment you would like to make,
Ruby gives your name and address information to Carol McDonald. Carol will
send you the prospectus. Read the booklet and decide how you would like to
invest in your church through the foundation. Fill out the application and enclose it in an envelope with your check for
the amount you would like to invest.

Mail it back to the foundation to start
your investment.
Carol, a registered securities agent, has
a number of jobs within the foundation.
She handles the loans to churches and
pastors, oversees the Brotherhood Health
Plan that provides health insurance for
our pastors and employed church workers,
helps with the general administration of
the office, and helps you with your
investments. If you think perhaps she has
enough to do, let me tell you what Carol
does when we let her out of the office.
Carol is a student at the Azusa Pacific
School of Theology. She is studying for a
masters degree in theology and pastoral
counseling. This helps her communicate
with a number of our pastors. Now I
would call that a full load, but Carol is
also a single parent and says her real
occupation is raising her eight-year-old
daughter. It takes sound organizational
skills and a delight in helping people to
accomplish what she does each day.
Once your investment arrives at the
foundation, your application is reviewed
and a file is started to track your investment. Fern Musser is the controller and is
responsible for all the investments. It is
her job to make sure that your interest is
correctly credited to your account. She
also makes sure your interest check is
mailed to you each period if you elected
not to have it accumulate until the full
term of your certificate. Fern also sees to
the reporting to the government of income
generated each year by each investment
and notifies you of the amount reported
for your investment. When you have
questions about your investment, Fern is
the resource that Carol and Ruby use to
get your answers for you. We would like
to find an invention that writes down on
paper everything stored in a person's
brain. We would plug it into Fern's
memory bank and tell it to start writing.
Fern has been with the foundation longer
Evangelical Visitor

than the rest of us. She knows when and
why things were done a certain way, what
regulations are new or old, and exactly
how the accounting system works. Fern
likes to solve computer problems both at
work and in her spare time.
Once your investment is entered into
the system, we must put it to work immediately so that we can pay you your interest. If we have a current loan application
for a church or pastor's home, your
investment will make up part of that loan.
The interest paid on the loan goes mostly
to you or the ministry you designate, and
a small portion to support the expenses of
the foundation. Because we often do not
receive investments exactly at the same
time we receive loan requests, we must
combine your funds with others and
invest them in the money market until
they are required to support a loan
request. When that happens, we ask Vida
Heise to help us.
Vida is in charge of the complex process of buying CD's (certificates of deposit). She must decide how much and
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Developing leaders for the future

The Pew Charitable Trusts of Philadelphia recently awarded the Christian
College Consortium, of which Messiah
is a member, a three-year grant for 19891991 totalling $1,800,000. Directed toward faculty and curricular development projects, the grant will focus on
three areas: teaching values, minority
faculty recruitment and development,
and multi-cultural teaching.
Dr. Dorothy Gish, Messiah's Assistant Academic Dean and Professor of
Early Childhood and Family Education, is the national coordinator for the
minority faculty recruitment section.
This program's goal is to broaden the
pool of minority faculty available for
teaching on consortium campuses.
Different strategies are directed toward this end. Loans of up to $24,000,
available to minority graduate fellows at
July 1989

how long she can invest the money in a
CD before it will be needed to fund a
loan. It may be 30 days, or it may be a
year or so. Vida shops all over the country to find the best interest rates for the
length of time she can invest. She also
works with a few professional brokers
who help locate good opportunities. The
brokers tell me that they think they
should call Vida for advice. They have
great respect for her ability to find good
opportunities. Vida also manages the
trust accounts. These accounts are gifts
given entirely or in part to the church.
Most of these gifts are given over a period
of time. Like the parable of the talents,
these monies must be invested wisely so
that the church and the trust holders
benefit together. Vida has demonstrated
a great deal of persistence and skill in
managing funds in the money market.
Vida seems to spend most of her time
working. She is always there before anyone and seems to still be there when others are ready to leave. I do know that she
loves to sing. I can always count on seeing
her face and hearing her lovely voice in
the Upland Church Choir. One thing you

each of the thirteen consortium schools,
are forgivable for three years of teaching
at a consortium college. A Minority
Advisory Committee will oversee this.
Also, a minority undergraduate intern
program will give students a taste of
working in academia, presenting opportunities for developing student leaders.
Publicity, or increasing minority awareness on campuses, is made possible
through minority awareness grants given
to each college. And finally, three summer conferences for consortium faculty
will focus on one of the components of
the program.
Responsible for faculty development
and growth at the college, Dr. Gish is
well suited for her position as national
coordinator. Commenting on her involvement in the program she said, "I'm
excited for several reasons. One is that
fellowship help is now available to beginning master's students as well as those
who are further along in their program.
Another is the hope that the minority
intern process will continue beyond the
budget period. And it is certainly good
to see Christian higher education meeting the need of developing a databank of
interested minority candidates."
Gish attends the Carlisle Brethren in
Christ Church.

would appreciate about Vida is her lovely
smile and sparkling eyes.
So you can see that your investments
are carefully cared for in the foundation.
The foundation is one of the Brethren in
Christ institutions. It was established to
help the church meet its goals. It is doing
just that with your help! Just remember
that institutions don't speak, and they
cannot care about you. Only the people
speak, and they do care. As a group they
form the institution and its personality,
but each one as an individual is responsible for what the institution does, how it
answers you, and how it looks after the
things you entrust to it. You have had an
opportunity to learn a little about the
persons that make up the foundation.
The next move is up to you. Give them a
chance to know a little about you, too!
Give them a call and introduce yourself.
Let them show you how they can serve
you and the church together. May God
bless each of you as stewards of his
resources!

Summer missions

Messiah College awarded four $2,000
grants to students enabling them to go
on summer mission projects. The grants
provide financial assistance for students
who give up a summer work opportunity to participate in a summer mission
endeavor. Thus students can go on a
mission project when they would otherwise have to work during that time to
help meet the cost of attending school.
As recipients of the grants, students
must work within an established missions agency. They also need to keep a
daily journal of their activities, submit a
written summary report of their experience, and share their experience in a
public forum at the College.
In addition to these grant recipients,
approximately 60 other students will be
able to serve in an international setting
through the summer months because of
funds raised by Messiah College students, faculty, and staff.
The four grant recipients are sophomore elementary education major
Melissa Adam from Allentown, Pa.,
who will work for 10 weeks with Evangelical Alliance Mission in Korea; Whitney Hanelius, a junior marketing major
next page, please
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from Avon, Conn., spending the summer
singing with Continential Ministries;
junior mathematics major Brian Wagner
from Shamokin, Pa., who will participate in Overseas Training Camp with
InterVarsity and Frontiers Missions;
and R. Michael Stapleton, a junior
humanities major from Texas, working
with Voice of Calvary Ministries in
Jackson, Miss.
Summer music ministry

Junior Bible/music education major
Glen Wood from Vineland, Ont., Canada, is traveling with the Messiah College Summer Music Ministry team New
Direction this summer. Wood, a member
of the Brethren in Christ Church, is one
of three men and three women who
travel in the northeast and present concerts to various churches. New Direc-

tion will also spend a week at each of five
summer camps, counseling as well as
singing.
Students awarded scholarship

Two of the 10 prestigious Founder's
Scholarships awarded by Messiah to
incoming freshmen for the 1989-1990
academic year, have gone to Brethren in
Christ students. Karen Pertusio, Annville, Pa., and Eric Steffy, East Petersburg, Pa., will receive the highest scholarship award presented by Messiah.
Conferred each academic year to approximately one percent of incoming
freshmen, Founder's Scholarships are
awarded to those students who have distinguished themselves through exceptional academic achievement and are
outstanding leaders in co-curricular,
church, and community endeavors.
While at Palmyra Area High School,
Pertusio was involved in French and
Spanish clubs, and the varsity choir. She
competed on the track and field team,

Scholarships
for the
Young Church Musician
Sponsored by the Board for Congregational Life
through its Music Trust Fund
These scholarships of $200.00 are to be used for private music lessons.
f f p ^ c a n t must be a member or regular attender of a Brethren in Christ
2
3
4.'

A n S n t ' s age must be 13 to 19 as of September 1, 1989.
Applicant must be presently studying music, and must be participating in
some
way inmust
theexhibit
music program
local congregation
Applicant
potential offortheassuming
responsibilities in the area

5. Recommendation by the pastor or a church musician must accompany the
application.
Application deadline: August 31, 1989. Plans are for the recipients to be
notified by September 30. For a scholarship application, contact.
Board for Congregational Life
P.O. Box 163
Mount Joy, PA 17552
(717) 653-9321
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Board for Congregational Life
Suite 305, 232 King St. N.
Waterloo, ONT N2J 2Y7
(519) 888-6859

the cross country team, and was a
member of the National Honor Society.
She also served as a peer counselor, was
a member of the stage crew and the
drama club, and was captain of the Quiz
Bowl team. Pertusio is a member of the
Palmyra Brethren in Christ Church.
While at Hempfield High School,
Steffy was involved in the National
Honor Society, the Modern Music
Masters, the Sound Express Show Choir,
the County Chorus, and his church
youth choir. A participant in school
theater and runner-up in the Century III
Leadership Scholarship Contest, Steffy
also participated in Bible quizzing and
his church youth group, being named
president during his senior year. He is a
member of the Lancaster Brethren in
Christ Church.

The scholar-athlete

From the first day of their college
career, Messiah College students are
taught that learning is a life-experience
that extends well beyond the classroom.
For many students, athletics plays an
integral part of this philosophy. Messiah
wrestler Brent Whitesel exemplifies this
attitude well. He was recently honored
for the second consecutive year as a
Scholar All-American by the NCAA
Division III Wrestling Coaches Association. Brent attends the Cedar Grove
Brethren in Christ Church in Mifflintown, Pa.
For the past three years Brent, a
senior math education major from Mifflintown, and co-captain on this year's
squad, has been a Middle Atlantic Conference power at the 126 pound weight
class. He placed fifth in this year's MAC
championships; after losing the final in
overtime in 1988, he finished second,
and in 1987 he finished at the top of the
heap as MAC champion. His 9-3 record
this season raised his career total to
45-9-0.
The Scholar All-American Award
requires a 3.2 GPA or higher, and .670
winning percentage in dual meets or a
place in the NCAA qualifying tournament, as well as a recommendation from
a faculty member.
Jim Gustafson, Brent's wrestling coach
at Messiah, said, "Brent has been a
leader in the classroom as well as on the
mat. We will miss him next year. He's
the kind of student you love to see come
and hate to see go."
Evangelical Visitor

Developments in China trigger discussion

Questions of how MCC should
relate to governments permeate
executive committee meeting
The 12-member executive committee
of Mennonite Central Committee
(MCC) gathered at Akron, Pa., June 9
and 10 to hear regular summer reporting
by the staff. But recent unrest and violence in countries where MCC workers
serve forced the committee to grapple
with questions of how and when MCC
should speak to governments.
Impetus for the discussion came in
the first hour when committee member
David Chiu, a Canadian-Chinese pastor
from Saskatoon, Sask., asked MCC to
speak out publicly, as Esther did in the
Old Testament, against the Chinese military's attack on citizens.
The reasons to speak out against this
violence at first seemed clear. Then
committee members realized that such
action may jeopardize the China Educational Exchange (CEE) program.
Through CEE, MCC and four other
Mennonite mission boards and colleges
place teachers throughout China. CEE
also brings Chinese professors and students to North America.
The committee agreed that MCC is
not called to solve the political problems
of any country. They acknowledged,
too, that MCC has in the past asked
workers to serve in countries with
governments that have been less than
friendly to the church or the people.
From that point on, though, discussion
was as uncomfortable as the dilemma is
agonizing.
The dilemma is agonizing for MCC
because, in this case, two of its principles
collide. MCC makes every effort to
abide by the laws of countries where it
has workers. MCC also makes every
effort to follow Christ's call to serve the
poor and oppressed. Sometimes the call
to serve the oppressed brings workers
into conflict with governing powers.
Questions raised in the discussion
included: Do we speak out against violence, regardless of how that witness
may affect MCC program? What should
MCC do if protesting evil means we can
no longer serve the poor? Can MCC
sometimes speak in quieter ways against
injustice?
Speaking out may mean MCC workJuly 1989

ers are forced to leave the country at the
very time when the people those workers
serve are suffering the most.
The decision of how and when to
speak to repressive governments is
complicated by the fact that MCC needs
government permission to place workers
in any foreign country. Relationships
with governments need not be viewed as
completely bad, noted one member.
"Critiques have much more credibility
when one has a relationship with the
party critiqued," noted Paul Quiring,
board member from Fresno, Calif.
Later in the meeting, the question of
whether to challenge or obey governments arose again. Susan Classen, MCC
nurse in El Salvador, told the 12-member
executive committee how God's call to
serve needy people has led her to do
health work in areas of the country controlled by anti-government forces.
The Salvadoran government, which
has been fighting a nine-year civil war,
does not provide basic health services to
people living in parts of the country controlled by guerrillas, Classen said.
As an example, Classen told of a
measles epidemic that has killed two
children in the area where she lives. The
government, she said, has prevented
vaccination campaigns because the area
is controlled by its enemy.
Following God, for Classen, means
vaccinating children against measles even
if the ruling government says it is illegal.
Should she and other team members
follow God's call or obey the government's laws?
The choice is a "wrenching one," she
told the group. "I am learning how difficult it is to follow Christ's teaching to
love your enemies."
At the end of her hour-long testimony, the executive committee affirmed
Classen's work with people in areas controlled by anti-government forces, a
decision she has made with the prayerful
support of the church in El Salvador
and the 11 other MCC workers in the
country.
"The church there supports you," said
Phil Rich of Archbold, Ohio. "We will
follow their lead."

The committee noted, too, that the
decision was in keeping with MCC's
desire to not choose sides in this conflict.
Other MCC workers serve in areas
under government control and in areas
controlled alternately by guerrilla and
government forces.
The lengthy, intense discussion on
China concluded with a decision to
write a letter to North American Mennonites and Brethren in Christ, urging
them to pray for peace in China and to
support Chinese students in North
America who are unable to return home
safely.
They also agreed to send the same
letter, translated into Chinese, to the
Chinese community in North America
via "The Sing Tao," a major Chineselanguage newspaper. The committee
also agreed to send up to $1,000 worth
of medicine and medical supplies to
China, if reliable, appropriate channels
can be found.
Four Ethiopians reported on MCC
projects in their country. The committee
heard reports from Herman Bontrager
about new program in Soviet Armenia.
The executive committee also approved a letter MCC Executive Secretary John A. Lapp wrote to U.S. President George Bush, expressing strong
support for the administration's recent
proposal for cuts of conventional forces
in Europe.
In the letter Lapp encouraged Bush
and his cabinet to continue steps toward
conventional arms de-escalation. "We
believe the time is upon us to re-evaluate
the need for the U.S. armed forces structure and systems of warfare in light of
the rapidly changing international landscape and a growing concern for maintaining military security at the expense
of economic, social and political security," Lapp wrote.
The committee knew, however, that
the questions of how and when MCC
speaks to governments had not been
completely answered; they asked staff to
schedule time at a future meeting for
more discussion.
Financial update. MCC Controller
Ken Langeman reported that U.S. contributions to MCC have increased 1 percent over last year's giving. This causes
concern since the budget for the year
was based on a 4 percent increase.

Charmayne Denlinger Brubaker, MCC
Information Services
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In whose service?
In Washington, D.C., the 101st Congress is talking about service. In a flurry
of words and activity, more than 20
National Service bills have been introduced into Congress this year.
While the bills vary widely in content,
most propose a nationwide program
that would engage youth in tasks such as
conservation, child care, tutoring, care
for the elderly, and housing rehabilitation, under government direction.
Service is a word almost sacred to our
Mennonite and Brethren in Christ
theology and experience. Given the centrality of service to our faith, we may
well wonder whether to applaud or
oppose these new National Service proposals. Would a National Service law
muddle the clear message of the church
about the meaning and motivation of
service? Or do these proposals present a
unique opportunity for the church to
partner with the government in teaching
the value of service and compassion in
our society?
It is difficult to give a clear answer to
these questions before it is clear which
bill may eventually become law. In the
interest of our churches' commitment to
service, however, it is crucial that we
become familiar with the underlying
motivation and purposes of the various
National Service proposals.
The possible implementation of a
National Service program by the government leads us to question who will
define the meaning of service for our
youth. The church presents Jesus as the
model of servanthood. The way of Jesus
views service as a way of life, characterized by joyful, voluntary service to all,
including the outcast and the enemy. If
this vision of service is not taught and
Short-term Overseas
Service Opportunity

Reconstruction Coordinator
needed in Nicaragua August 1,
1989 to May 1,1990. Spanish language fluency required. For more
information contact Liz Hunsberger, MCC Personnel Services,
Box M, Akron, PA 17501; (717)
859-1151.
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modeled with clarity in our churches, it
may well be replaced by a diminished
version of service that is defined by the
needs and interests of the nation.
Many of the government proposals
seek to foster a greater sense of patriotism and citizenship among U.S. youth.
Several bills also link National Service
to military manpower needs. The National Service Act of 1989, for example,
makes service mandatory, with options
for community or military service.

Given the centrality of
service to our faith,
we may well wonder
whether to applaud or
oppose new national
service proposals.

In another proposal, the Nunn/ McCurdy bill, service is not compulsory,
but it is a prerequisite for receiving federal aid for higher education. This bill
also offers greater rewards for military
service than for community service. This
form discriminates in two ways. It places
a disproportionate burden on those
from low to moderate income families
who must rely on federal aid for college.
Secondly, it denies access to federal student aid for young people conscientiously opposed to participating in a
program that is linked to military manpower needs.
There is significant opposition to the
mandatory and coercive provisions of
the National Service Act and the Nunn/
McCurdy bill. It is not likely that either
of these bills will be passed in their present form. Some of these provisions,
however, may eventually become attached to other bills as the legislative
process continues. Thus it is important
for the church to remain vigilant.
There is another troubling aspect to
many of the National Service proposals
now before Congress. As noted by William McCann, California state alternative service administrator, "Nearly all
proposals focus on the needs of those
who would do the serving, and portray a
general picture of social problems that
the participants might alleviate. The
wishes and self-determination of poten-

tial service recipients is hardly mentioned."
As a church, we have learned and are
still learning some difficult lessons about
mutuality and dialogue with those whom
we serve. Taking this dialogue seriously
means paying attention to the prophetic
words about structures and institutions
that are unfair. We are convinced that
mutuality and respect is more likely to
flourish in the small programs operated
by private agencies than by larger
government programs.
Some of the National Service proposals are not as costly as others, and
they rely more on existing programs in
the private sector. A bill introduced by
Senator Dale Bumpers, for example,
provides education loan deferral or forgiveness for students who serve in minimum wage assignments with non-profit
organizations. This bill maintains existing student aid programs* and has no
military component. In its present form,
it appears to offer the greatest opportunity for the growth of truly varied and
voluntary service programs in the private sector.
Other variations on National Service
include federal matching funds to state
and local programs that employ youth
for conservation work. A bill introduced by Representative Barbara Mikulski promotes part-time community service over an extended time period, with
people of all ages being eligible.
The National Service debate provides
the church with a new opportunity to
invite others to the richness and fullness
of a life of service as exemplified by
Jesus. We can support those programs
that maintain the voluntary quality of
service, and focus with compassion and
respect on those in need. Service programs that are compulsory or function
as a coercive channel to military registration are unlikely to inspire the joyful
compassionate service that our society
needs.
A packet of information on National
Service is available from Mennonite
Central Committee (MCC) U.S. Peace
Section. It was put together by NISBCO,
the National Interreligious Service Board
for Conscientious Objectors. The packet
is available for $3 from MCC U.S.
Peace Section, Box M., Akron, PA
17501. _Titus Peachey, co-executive
secretary, MCC U.S. Peace Section
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Sponsor families
needed for Central
American children
Sponsor families around the U.S. are
needed for Central American refugee
children currently in detention in South
Texas. Because of forced military conscription, economic devastation, and
the general violence of war in their
homelands, many children (mostly teenagers) flee to the U.S. without the protection of an adult family member.
Although most are reunited with friends
or relatives in the U.S., about 15 percent
have no contacts here (about 20/ month).
A sponsor family should be prepared
to care for a child for several months or
more, find an immigration attorney to
take their case, and enroll them in
school. Some basic knowledge of Spanish is preferred.
For more information, please contact:
Border Association for Refugees from
Central America (BARCA); P. O. Box
715; Edinburg, TX 78540. Phone
(512) 631-7447.
MCC needs people for
youth discovery teams
MCC needs more people ages 18 to 24
to participate in Youth Discovery Teams
in 1989.
Youth Discovery Teams is a new
MCC learning program that will bring
North American and international youth
together to study the Bible, do work and
service projects and live in a new culture.
The first team will go to Central
America in September where Mennonite youth from Costa Rica and Nicaragua will join U.S participants after two
months of language study in Guatemala.
A second team will be made up of
three people each from North America,
Europe, and Zaire. The nine will travel
in Zaire, Chad, Europe and North
America performing music from each
country.
A third team will bring together North
American and Indonesian youth for
service and learning in Indonesia and
British Columbia. The Indonesia and
Zaire teams will end their time together
by attending Mennonite World Conference in Winnipeg, Man.
Interested people should apply as
soon as possible. For more information
or to apply, write to MCC, Box M,
Akron, PA 17501; or phone (717)
859-1151.
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M C C Washington Office
A leadership seminar for Mennonite
and Brethren in Christ pastors and conference leaders will be held at the MCC
office in Washington, D.C., October 5
to 7, 1989.
It will include: ideas on how congregations can form groups of people committed to a prophetic biblical witness on
public policy issues; discussion with a
congressional member from a "Mennonite district" (Republican Jim Leach
from Iowa has been invited); and dialogue with leaders of Church of the Sav-

hosts pastors' seminar
iour, Sojourners, Community of Hope
(Nazarene), and Washington Community Fellowship (Mennonite).
The seminar will also highlight one
domestic and one international issue,
discussing how the MCC Washington
Office and churches can address such
concerns.
For a summary of speakers, agenda
and low-cost lodging possibilities, write
to: MCC Washington Office, 110 Maryland Ave.,N.E., Washington, DC 20002;
phone (202) 544-6564.

he \A/ai/ of Peace
Review of The Peacemaker, by Myron
Augsburger (Abingdon Press, 1987,208
pages). Reviewed by Harriet Bicksler.
Myron Augsburger is a well-known
and highly-respected evangelist, theologian, and educator. The Peacemaker is
the result of a conversation Augsburger
had with evangelist Luis Palau in 1983
while attending the World Congress for
Itinerant Evangelists in Amsterdam.
Palau asked him to "consider writing a
book on the biblical basis for an evangelical conviction about reconciliation
and nonviolence." Augsburger says in
his introduction: "A theology of reconciliation is . . . a theology of peace. Unfortunately, many view the emphasis on
peace as if it were not a Christian witness
but rather a position by left-wing liberal
socialists. However, many of us, as
deeply committed Christians, with a
high view of Scripture, and with a strong
biblical realism in theology, are committed to peace because this is the way we
understand Jesus."
Building, then, on the assumption
that a commitment to a theology of
peace is solidly based on the life and
teachings of Christ, Augsburger argues
that the new life in Jesus "includes a
commitment to his wholistic ethic."The
following quotations from the book
illustrate this:
On sexuality: "The congregation of believers should become an extended family for every member, in which the benefits of sexuality are shared so that
masculinity and femininity can enrich
the whole congregation. The way of
peace refuses to force marriage on one
called to be single."
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On the community of believers: "God is
creating within society a reconciled community . . . of believers to live in freedom and fellowship. In this new community we as believers are to model the
way of peace."
On service: "Commitment to service
rather than power marks the true
church."
On social responsibility: "In no way is
the Christian ethic left to be a private
ethic. As evangelicals we are called to be
concerned about such social matters as
abortion, pornography, and alcohol and
drugs. We should also be concerned
about issues such as injustice, exploitation, racism, [and] violence."
On evangelism: "The 'peacemaker' seeks
to win persons to openness to Christ.
The evangelical person can never share
in destroying the life of anyone, because
Christ died for everyone; rather, that
person is out to win them to becoming
brothers and sisters in Christ."
The book moves from being about
Jesus as "the peacemaker" to being
about how each individual Christian is
called to be "the peacemaker" at home,
in his or her own community, at church,
at work, and in the world. While sometimes a bit tedious and repetitive, The
Peacemaker is one of the best current
expressions of the inextricable link between evangelism and peacemaking. It
is highly recommended for individuals,
church libraries, and for use in Sunday
school classes and small groups.
" The Way of Peace "column is a project of the Board for Brotherhood Concerns.
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Announcing
A Retreat for Women and Men

WOMEN AND
LEADERSHIP
Changing Roles in
Church and Society
Wednesday evening, Mar. 28,
through Friday noon, Mar. 30, 1990
Camp Hebron, Halifax, PA
(near Harrisburg)

Sponsored by:
The Board for Brotherhood Concerns
The Board for Ministry and Doctrine

Some of the goals are:
1. To present biblical perspectives which affirm and encourage women
in leadership and ministry in the church
2. To develop ongoing support for women in leadership in the church
3. To identify methods for encouraging women to be able to use their
gifts in leadership and ministry
The target audience includes:
Women in pastoral ministry (and spouses)
Women on denominational and regional boards (and spouses)
Congregational leaders
Denominational personnel (bishops, administrators, board members)
College and seminary students
Others who are interested in or struggling with this issue
Cost: $75 per person (includes lodging, meals, and registration)
The program will include three major presentations on biblical interpretation regarding women in ministry, workshops, sharing of personal stories,
small group interaction, and a concluding worship service.

Mark your calendar now and plan to attend!
For more information, contact the Board for Brotherhood Concerns,
P.O. Box 246, Mount Joy, PA 17552;phone 717-653-8251
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Qnesims
To a beloved brother in the faith,
Epaphroditus. 1 salute you in the name
of the Lord Jesus Christ, our Saviour,
our Sanctifier, our coming King.
In my previous letter to you, I referred
to the letter written by James, our
Lord's brother and one of the leaders in
the church at Jerusalem. As I stated
then, his letter contains much that refers
to the ethical obligations of Christians
everywhere. For example, we saw him
saying this, "Pure and undefiled religion
before God and the Father is this: to
visit orphans and widows in their trouble
and to keep oneself unspotted from the
world." Or again he says, "Has God not
chosen the poor of this world to be rich
in faith and heirs of the kingdom which
he has promised to those who love him?"
Then to add to it he says, "What does it
profit, my brethren, if someone says he
has faith but does not have works? That
faith cannot save him, can it?"
It is quite evident that the Apostle
James had the same spirit as the prophets
of old. He sounds like Micah who said,
"He has showed you, O man, what is
good. And what does the Lord require
of you? To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God."
Well and good. But then I see some
brothers and sisters who are taking that
part of what James says and making it
the central aspect of the gospel. It is as if
they are saying that what really counts is
works and that faith really doesn't
amount to that much. However, as one
reads on in James'letter, one sees that he
actually is working up to a more central
message. About two thirds of the way
through his letter, he states the following:
—Therefore, submit to God.
—Resist the devil and he will flee
from you.
—Draw near to God, and he will
draw near to you.
—Cleanse your hands, you sinners.
—Purify your hearts, you doubleminded.
—Lament, mourn, and weep! Let
your laughter be turned to mourning
and your joy to gloom.
—Humble yourself in the sight of the
Lord, and he will lift you up.
—Do not speak evil of one another
brethren.
Right at the heartland of those statements is the central essence of the call of
the gospel: Cleanse your hands, you
Evangelical Visitor
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sinners (the call to seek God's saving
grace); purify your hearts, you doubleminded (the call to seek God's purifying
power). And those two central aspects
of our Lord's redemptive work are surrounded by the way we should seek that
saving and sanctifying power. Submit to
God. Resist the devil. Draw near to
God. Show true sorrow (don't try to
laugh it off). Live in proper fellowship
with the brothers and sisters in the faith.
As we studied the implications of that
central message of the gospel with its
outworking in the heart experience of
the Christian and its relationship to the

earlier call to works—to ethical living—
then something came through clearly to
us as a church in Ephesus. The works
mentioned are to be the evidences of the
Lord's true working in the heart of the
believer. Faith must come first, but if the
works do not follow, then the act of faith
has not really occurred. So if I do not
have the works, I do not have the faith.
Then the first thing I must do is to seek
the Lord with a true expression of faith
so that the works may follow.
There is absolutely no place for that
"easy believism" which it seems to me
some of the brethren in the Galatian
churches have been advocating. To have
true faith is to know "costly grace."
Some brothers have tried to claim that
the Apostle Paul in his teaching stood in
sharp contrast to James when he stated

in his letter to the church here at Ephesus, "We are justified by faith alone, not
of works lest anyone should boast."
What such are forgetting is what Paul
added immediately in that letter, "For
we are his workmanship." It thus follows, does it not, that if God is working
in us, the works we do will show it? And
that is precisely what James was spelling
out as well.
Enough of my sermonizing. How is
the church life at Troas going? Here at
Ephesus we have our concerns about
leadership again since our beloved bishop, the Apostle John, has been exiled to
Patmos. This whole bishopric selection
process may be coming up again. Pray
for us. Keep the faith once for all delivered to the saints.
Onesimus

espond
Dear Phoebe:
As I am one who has experienced the
loss of a loved one through suicide, I can
relate to what you said in "How could he
do it?" (May 1989). Pretty well the
whole article expresses my feelings.
I would like to verify the fact of how
those who are left suffer.
So, to anyone thinking of suicide,
please be sure you are ready to meet the
Lord; then I do not believe you are as
apt to go on through with it.
I am inclined to think that persons
who commit suicide are not in their right
minds.
A sister in Christ
Dear Onesimus:
We would like to thank you for your
contribution to the Visitor each month.
Your simple and honest approach to the
truths of the gospel are refreshing and
an encouragement to read.
May God bless you for your services
in this way.
Mark Sider
Mangochi, Malawi
Many thanks for carrying all four
articles on mental health in the May
issue. And let me commend you for the
interesting art work. Mental health
imagery seems to elude some art editors.
Good job!
As I travel around I find an increasing
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interest on the part of our churches in
mental health. It seems to be a crying
need. I hope you are open to receiving
articles in the future.
Travis Reimer
MCC Mental Health Program
Winnipeg, Man.
On behalf of the Board of Directors of
Lifeline Ministries of San Francisco, we
want to thank you for the two pages of
coverage you devoted to Lifeline in the
May issue of the Visitor. Lifeline has
been a Brethren in Christ ministry for
more than 75 years, and we have been
encouraged by the renewed sense of
ownership we are sensing among our
churches.
When the article which appeared in
the May issue was written, we did not
yet have final figures available on the
construction project. During the time
that Lifeline retained a contractor (September 1987 to January 1989), we spent
a total of $673,769.31. Approximately
$200,000 of this amount came from
direct donations to Lifeline (during the
capital campaign) and from interest-free
loans which Lifeline negotiated.
All of the remainder, however, came
from sales of previously-owned Lifeline
property and/or from accounts administered by the Jacob Engle Foundation
for Lifeline. We want to express our
appreciation to the JEF staff, especially

to Carol McDonald, for the loan management and administrative support
which they provided during this one and
a half year process. The support included
two visits by Carol to San Francisco and
numerous phone calls and letters.
Although the construction process is
almost entirely completed, the womens'
shelter will not be able to house clients
until an occupant permit is granted by
the city. Our staff in San Francisco is
working diligently at the process, and
our best estimates are that the permit
will be granted by September.
Jim Ernst, Chairman,
Lifeline Board of Directors
Dave Brubaker, Director
Board for Brotherhood Concerns
Persons contributing to Readers Respond (letters to the editor) are encouraged to be concise. Letters may be shortened. All letters must be signed. Occasionally we may decide to withhold
names due to special circumstances.
Longer contributions are welcomed
for Dialogue, a forum for readers to
express their opinions on a broad range
of topics relevant to the mission of the
church and to living the Christian life.
Since each article or letter represents
the view of the writer, they do not
necessarily reflect the official position
of the Brethren in Christ Church.
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"Phoebe's Jot
Three lessons from
Philippians 4

When one has grown up reading the
Bible, as I have, it's difficult to disassociate oneself from all existing biases and
see the text objectively. Maybe that's not
even desirable, but I often wish I could.
So when I approach a passage as familiar as Philippians 4,1 wonder what I can
learn that is more than simply reinforcement or reaffirmation of what I
already know (valuable as that is).
The first full paragraph of the chapter
begins with an exhortation to Euodia
and Syntyche, two women who had
labored alongside of Paul. I wonder why
I assumed for so long—until just a few
years ago and despite the textual evidence to the contrary—that these were
men. I suspect I believed unconsciously,
because that was the general assumption
in my early religious experience, that
two women couldn't possibly have been
equal partners with Paul on behalf of
the gospel.
For me there is a double serendipity
in this passage: first, these were women
whom Paul considered equally important with "Clement and the rest of my
fellow workers," and second, their apparent disagreement did not disqualify
them from being listed in the "book of
life." They were indeed admonished to
settle their disagreement (and others in
the Philippian church were asked to
help them do so), but the interpersonal
conflict itself was apparently not considered abnormal or sinful. That's reassuring!
A second lesson comes from those
words which sound rather hyperbolic to

s.-

Pontius'
Puddle

my ears: "Do not be anxious about anything." How is that possible? I'm one of
those people who can find something to
worry about in almost any situation.
Does that really mean exactly what it
says?
Some time ago I wondered in this
journal about the tendency toward a
"doomsday mentality." I suggested that
perhaps we need to concentrate more on
what gives us hope for the future rather
than on all that is wrong in the world
[see the March "Phoebe's Journal'*]. I
was chastised for ignoring all the evidence that the biblical warnings about
the last days are coming true and told
that things are not going to get better. At
the risk of being accused of missing the
point my detractor was making, I would
still argue, on the basis of Philippians 4,
that thinking positively is a good antidote for anxiety.
Paul follows his injunction, "Do not
be anxious about anything," with several others: take your requests to God,
follow his example, and (the one that
struck me most forcibly this time
through) think about good things. Often
my anxiety is of the neurotic variety—
worry that the reason my husband is late
getting home is that he's been struck by a
car and is lying face-down in a ditch
somewhere, fear of losing control over
my teenage daughter, fear that the project I'm working on will flop completely.
Perhaps Paul's call to "think good
thoughts" means, among other things,
that when we find ourselves imagining
worst-case scenarios, we should refocus
our thoughts. Instead of assuming that
our teenager is going to get in some kind
of trouble if he or she is out till 3:00 a.m.,

rejoice in the knowledge that she or he is
learning how to be independent. I admit
readily that I can't do that without a
monumental act of the will (and without
forcing myself to ignore a host of quite
plausible negative reasons for a late
homecoming), but I also think that I
could learn some lessons about reducing
my anxiety level. Assuming the best
unless I have good reason to do otherwise is one way (turning the matter over
to God is of course another).
A third lesson from Philippians 4
comes from Paul's assertion that he's
learned to be content whatever his circumstances. Unlike anxiety, contentment doesn't come easily for me. It
probably didn't come easily for Paul
either, because he says twice that it was
something he learned. Also, he notes
that he's learned to be content whether
he's hungry or well fed, in plenty or in
want. It's easy to understand why one
would need to learn to be content when
one is in need, but what about in plenty?
Shouldn't contentment be natural then?
No, because having plenty frequently
produces the desire for more, or the
compulsion to protect what one has, or
even guilt because of how much one has
when others have so little. None of that
means contentment. So the lesson Paul
learned is a good one for the rich North
Americans as well, followed as it is by
his praise of the Philippians' generosity
to him when he was in need.
Three lessons—all good reasons for
reading and rereading Scripture even
when the newness seems to have worn
off.
Phoebe

Pontius' Puddle

Bulletins and newsletters reprinting "Pontius' Puddle" from the
Visitor must pay $10 for each
use to Joel Kauffmann. 111
Carter Road, Goshen. IN 46526.
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'diPond!
At least, test the waters
The setting was 3:45 Sunday afternoon. As the Symposium on Congregational Youth Ministry was winding
to a close, last-minute questions and concerns were being
aired. A grin broke across Lavon Welty's normally rather
serious, bearded face. In response to my request for a few
extra packets of sample materials to show my own congregation, he answered with a twinkle in his eye, "Why
sure. In fact, I'll give you the whole box. . . . Anything
to get the Brethren in Christ on board!"
Many of the Mennonite youth workers in the room
probably never had heard of the Brethren in Christ. They
likely missed the point of what he said. But Lavon and I
knew that he was referring to the Brethren in Christ
constituency's reticence to even "test the waters" with
regard to the revised Foundation Series Sunday school
materials. Though I squirmed a little at the "joke," I knew
his response arose from his sincere desire to reinvolve the
Brethren in Christ in a project that has grown close to his
heart in the past decade. He has been not only a conceptualizer of and spokesperson for the theory behind the
new youth teaching model, but also the managing editor.
Lavon's assignment—in cooperation with the Mennonites, General Conference Mennonites, Church of the
Brethren, and Brethren in Christ—has been to coordinate the revision of the senior high curriculum, which is
handled separately from the children's curriculum.
Churches will begin use of the new materials this coming
fall. The Brethren in Christ (through the Board for
Media Ministries) are partners in the writing, editing,
and publishing of the new youth materials. Mary Jane
Davis of the Grantham, Pa., congregation is scheduled to
write the first quarter assigned to the Brethren in Christ.
So, at the administrative level, we are—and have been for
quite some time—involved in developing a portion of the
curriculum.
With this background laid, allow me to make a few
observations.
First, the Mennonites and Church of the Brethren
people with whom we have worked at the editorial level
are very gracious. They take seriously our participation
in the effort to reach children and youth through the
development of a good curriculum. Unless we are prepared to divorce ourselves from the Anabaptist strand of
our heritage, we Brethren in Christ need to acknowledge
that we share common values with other Anabaptists—
the concerns for peace, justice, simple lifestyle, separation from worldly values, discipleship, biblical foundation, and emphasis on community. These distinctives are
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reflected in the Foundation Series teaching materials;
some of them can be found in few other curricula.
Second, those involved in the writing and editing process will be the first to admit that people encountered
problems with the original Foundation Series. Many of
those concerns have been identified and are being dealt
with as creatively as possible in the new materials. The
most prominent proof is the teaching model, which calls
for each class to begin with consideration of a life situation. By starting with something to which teens can
relate, the teacher then can guide them into a study of
Scripture, returning ultimately to real-life application.
So the Foundation Series for Youth is indeed "new."The
theological emphases may be retained, but the teaching
plans and "face" of the student and teacher materials are
different.
Third, we are not necessarily making a sales pitch for
Foundation Series to the exclusion of other Sunday
school materials. The Board for Media Ministries realizes that Brethren in Christ congregations are using a
variety of Sunday school materials, and currently is in
dialogue with the Board for Congregational Life and
Board of Bishops in order to review and recommend
curricula (note the plural). A congregation certainly
should use what best suits its particular situation and
theological emphasis—be it Anabaptist, Wesleyan, or
Evangelical. As an example of this non-exclusive philosophy, the board is now strengthening its relationship
with the Wesleyan Church in the area of curriculum
development and promotion. We have agreed to consider each other's materials and show them in our respective catalogues.
Therefore, we won't claim that Foundation Series is
better for your church than anything else out there in the
sea of curriculum choices. We simply want you to know
that as a brotherhood we have a direct voice in its content. We also suggest that congregations should care
what they are teaching their people. It seems logical that
education committees would want to carefully determine
their own needs and points of emphasis, and then search
for the appropriate curriculum. The "right" materials are
not necessarily the cheapest, the most flashy, the most
accessible, the ones that require minimal teacher preparation, or the ones you've used for 20 years. Before you
launch your Sunday school program for next fall, you at
least need to test the waters and see what is really best for
you.
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An attainable
vision
by Glenn A. Ginder

What one concern does every individual member of the Brethren in Christ
Church have in common with all members? The answer is obvious when we
consider some basic facts about the
Church:
1. The Church is universal, incorporating all believers under the one Lord,
Jesus Christ. Yet, from the New Testament model to the present, the Church
always finds visible expression in the
local congregation or some variation of
the same. Every Brethren in Christ
member holds that membership in a
particular congregation.
2. Also in response to the New Testament model, every congregation has a
pastor who is called to serve in the shepherd/preacher role.
The one concern we all have in common is the "who and how" of pastoral
leadership. For example, an elderly person is rightfully concerned since a pastor's sensitivity to the needs, interests,
and potential of the elderly can make a
tremendous difference in the level of fulfillment they experience in that church.
Does the pastor really care about children? When he does and it is evident
(both in his personal patterns and the
programs he encourages), the children
will likely have pleasant and life-shaping
memories of the church. Because of the
nature of the pastoral role, every Brethren in Christ member is concerned about
the style, personality, and strength of
"our pastor."
When the subject of pastoral leadership comes up, it doesn't take long to
make a list of the desirable qualifica-

tions for a "good pastor." In fact, the list
can quickly become formidable as a
wide range of group and individual
"needs"/interests are thrown together. I
suppose there are plenty of pastoral
search committees who would be quite
delighted if in the mere listing of the
good qualities, they could magically call
forth a "good pastor."
There is no such magic available to
us—but there is something else that
could provide some highly desirable
results. Granted, there are a variety of
contributors to the development of the
good pastor—personality, training, attitude, spiritual maturity, background,
etc. And there is one other: experience,
good experience in the pastoral role.
Every pastoral committee would prefer
a pastor with "experience" (usually the
request is for a pastor who is very young
and very experienced!). It is obvious
that this is an especially tough qualification for young ministers—unless we
provide internships for all ministers prior
to entering their first pastorate.
An internship is a period, often 9-12
months, between the second and third
year of seminary when the aspiring pastor is assigned to serve in a congregation. The carefully selected host congregation has a pastor and lay leaders who
want very much to contribute positively
to the development of a good pastor.
They are prepared to involve the intern
in the full range of pastoral experiences
while providing effective supervision
through designed activities and reflections. The congregation and the entire
denomination invest funds in the salary
and living cost for the intern as a sound
investment in the future of the Church.
How well I remember my senior year
at Messiah College and the "student
pastor" program. Pastor Henry Hostetter and the Manor congregation invested

their energies and finances and shared
their insights and counsel for a very
rewarding nine-month internship before
my first pastoral assignment. There is
probably no other plan that would contribute more to the making of "good
pastors" than a well-designed and enthusiastically supported internship.
Fortunately the needed quality design
is available right now in the thinking
and planning of several denominational
groups (the Board of Bishops, the Board
for Evangelism and Church Planting,
the Board for Ministry and Doctrine,
and Messiah College).
Enthusiastic support will also be available as we realize that every Brethren in
Christ member benefits from a plan that
assumes the assignment of more "good
pastors." Such enthusiasm can effectively meet one more need: a sizeable
endowment which would underwrite a
Brethren in Christ Chair of Pastoral
Ministry envisioned at Messiah College
as well as providing funds to subsidize
the cost of student internships.
Some visions seem so remote, so
unattainable. This one is different. All of
us and our children will benefit substantially as we give every student pastor the
opportunity to develop his or her skills,
attitudes and patterns in the dynamic
atmosphere of a healthy congregation
and under the supportive care of a gifted
pastor/supervisor.

Glenn Ginder is bishop
of the Midwest Conference of the Brethren in
Christ Church.

r-M
17055

32

Evangelical Visitor

